







































































~- issugo BY — 


OFFICE CHIEF OF AIR CORPS 


WAR DEPARTMENT 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 

















APRIL 26, i927 
































‘ rinen Bex 
& wew Division 
Kelly tieid rer 
4 S 


a Livary pervi 
C 


Ti f } ‘ 
+hi ird Attack G: 
~ @ Lr 7 
wecretary of Wi 
Air Corps Offic 


Qn 


Martin 3ombers 
New Pursuit Gr 


Anovher Saiiieni 
lith Bomberdnen 
VYeveran Aviator 
Sea-gulis Visit 
Notes from Air 









Davison 








Assignment of 
Assignment of Graduet 
r Corps Oificer 
Changes in Static 
French ilitary Av 
Navy Air “octal 
Transcontinent tal, 
Furial oi Deceac 











-— +1 
i 


cet O 


Urdered to 


TASLE OF CONTENTS 


come UO umes 


546 Payony 
reérS in Franeae « 






s3e@ Flight... 

Congress . . 
Reid ie ge ts ¥ 

Wile ox 


lvers. .. 
Air Corps 


at 


and and Genera 


es ie ete 5 vi 
AL? ULOTDpSs BNE sue eran? 





1G saeplaie . . 





jenir to World Fiighs Member 
. e . . . . . . e . . 


or Acts oi iLrevery. 
urna Flying Schoo. . 


yma Canal Zone 


cific ieee Stations 


; 
March field. 





r 
oad 
o>) 
i 


hw 
~~ 
p> 
i 


3664, 


rMii<s 


le 


pes 


ia 
: ae 
wo wr 


b- 


ww 


ed 


ee oe ee 
OF > He Ww 


or 


Oo iv 
Qa oO 
ct 


rPree 
ca 


So © 
ae 


Me 
> <9 
to 


ae, coe -_. ft ol, 








— — 
OOD O& O 


joo 


S fet ned bt 
—1 &> 





VoL, AL AIR CORPS NEWS NO, 5. 











Tuormation Division Munitions building _ 
Air corps April 26, 192 _.__. Washington, D.C, 








The chief purpose of this publication is to distribute information on aero- 
nautics to the flying personnel in the Rerular Army, Reserve Corps, National Guerd 
end others connected with aviation, 


---000--—= 
AIR CORPS OFFICERS COMMENDED FOR ACTS OF BRAVERY’ 


Lieuts. Earle H. Tonkin and Eugene E, Batten, Air Corps, were recently com- 
renced for their cool-heedecness and bravery in extremely trying situations while 
piloting an airplane, 

The incident involving Lieut. Tonkin occurred while he was returning from Wask- 
ington to Dayton, Ohio, in a DH-4Ml airplane. When over the city of Springfield, 
Ohio, & conneeting rod of his engine broke, punching a large hole in the crankcase. 
Gasoline end oil spouted out, throwing flames over the plane and through the cockpi° 
over Lieut, Tonkin. This officer stated afterwards that he had utter confidence in 
his parachute and considered jumping, but then thought that the burning plane might 
fall in tie city and cause a serious fire and perhaps deaths. He, therefore, de- 
cided to stay with the plene, glided to an open place on the ddge of the city and 
landed it. The plane was very badly damaged in landing, due to the extremely rough 
cround. Lieut, Tonkin then jumped out and completed the extinction of the fire by 
rubbing his gloves along the burning fabric of the fuselage, slightly burning his 
hands in the process, 

In a letter to Lieut, Tonkin, the Hon. Dwight F. Davis, Secretary of War,state: - 

"I have been informed that while flying over the city of Springfield,Ohio, 
your plane caught on fire due to a broken connecting rod and that instead of in- 
mediately using your parachute, you, at the risk of your own life, glided the 
burning plane to the edge of the city, thus preventing undoubted loss of life 
and property of the eitizens of Springfield. : 

"It is my desire to commend you on your judgment and coolness in this try- | 
ing situation and to assure you that your action is worthy of the highest 
tracition of the Air Corps." 

In the case of Lieut. Batton, the incident occurred during a night flight in 
the vicinity of Dayton, Ohio, when experiments were being conducted with a certain 
type of bomb. Lieut, Batten piloted a Douglas Transport, and the passengers in the 
plane were Captain A.W. Stevens, Lieuts. J.M. McDonnell and Georce W. Goddard, and 
ir, Oswald. The latter was dropping the bombs, with small parachutes attached, 
through an aperture in the floor of the fuselage of the Transport. ‘Normally a time 
fuse automatically explodes the bomb when at a distance of about 600 feet behind tc 
carrying plane. The first bomb was released while the plane was circling over 
Wright Ficld, Fairfield,Ohio, at an altitude of about 1300 feet. Through a defective 
fuse the bomb exploded prematurely about ten feet under the ship, between the rear 
cockpit and the tail. The heavy impact shook the ship throughout and the flash 
temporarily blinded all the personnel on board. 

Lieut, Batten immediately found that the elevator control was seriously affecv- 
ed, and he had to use all the strength in his knees and arms to hold the controls 
forward and keep the ship in flying position. In this emergency he displayed great 
cool-headedness, courage and flying ability. Concluding that the ship was serious}: | 
damaged, he instantly endeavored to warn all personnel to take to their parachutes. | 
Not being able, however, to obtain immediate communication with those in the fuse- 
lage, he determined to land the ship if it was in any way possible, After further 
testing the controls he found that there was a chance to bring the plane and all 
aboard to earth in safety. So skillfully did he maneuver the damaged airplane that 
a good landing was made in the datkness on Wright Field, with the aid only of the 
landing lights with which the airplane was equipped. 

When the imperiled airmen reached terra firma it was learned that all of them 
had been prepared to jump with their parachutes after the first shock of the ex- 
Plosion, Arn examination of the airplane disclosed that all wooden ribs in the 
trailing edges of the lower wings and some in the upper wings were broxen and dew 
tached, Two steel compression members between the lower longerons were bent up in 
V-shape, and the ribs in the tail structure which, fortunately, wero of Duralwi'n 
metal construction throughout, were bent to a reverse camber, revsrding the iifiin: 
Power and elevator control of the plane. The febric on the bottom of the fuselucs 
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was torn into shreds and loosened or the tail wines and other surfaces of the 





fuselace, 

The great adventace of steel consiruction in aircrait wes forcibly demonstrated 
in this incident, for had‘ithe tail of ihe plene been of wood construction it would 
anve been Reatonxed and the piene wovld doubtless have instantly gone into a nose 
4 hae Oe ee. ae oe a 


C°VE, Miking it difficult tor the pilot and his four passencers to jump with their 
purachutes, 


In recomaending thet lievt, Batten be officially commended for his bravery, th: 


Cujef® or Air Corps stateds--= "I thoroughly believe that Lieut. Batten's coolness, 
* skill and cetermination are directly responsible for saving tne lives of these 


-our nen whe were flying wath hin." 

an concluding his letter of commendation to Lieut, Batten, the Hon. F, Trubee 
Jivisor, Assistant ey of War, stated: --- 

it is my desire to commend you on your coolness in this emergency, your 
Ki] i ani pinaenieiaaen which saved the lives of the four men flying with you, 
Your Satan is worthy of the highest tradition of the Air Corps and the Unitec 
staves Ary." 
---00O+--= 


PILOTS GRADUATE FRQM ADVANCED FLYING STHOOL 


With the recent groaduntion dance and the graduation exercises several days lai 
er, anuotner class of cirniene ots passed out to sugment Uncle Sam's aerial force 
The dance was well attended, as wos the ¢gradustion ceremony, many from other fields 
ettending. The cliss Of nilots just rraduated from the Kelly Field Advanced Flying 
School were conirouted with exceniionel difficulties due to the unusual bad weather 
during the latter pert of the course, which necessitated some crowding of the work 
to comply with the curriculum. The craduation exercises were carried out in the 
Aviation Club at Kelly Field, with Brigedier-General Frank P. Lahm, Commanding the 
Air Corps Training Center, presiding 

The address was: dettive: ed’ by Ma jorCeneral Willian D. Connor, Commander of the 
Second Division end Yort Saiu Houston. Diplomas were presented by Major Frank M, 
Andrews, Commandent of ‘Kelly Field, and Major Carlyle H. Wash, Executive Officer, 
presented the wings. General Connor presented the fiying cadets with their reserve 
-cOrmissions, 

i The new class of 46 officors, 3 enlisted men and 35 Flying Cadets, a total of 
34. students, the names of whom were given in the last issue of the NEWS LETTER, 
with the exception of Li icut. Motzieldt of the Norwegian Air Service, Lieut. DS. 





t 


Cornweil of the U.S. Navy, Cadets Lee W. Desrosiers, Roland H. Ranny. and Reviere, 
“eported ior edvanced Sie prea on the seme day the graduation exercises for 
the preceding class took. place 


Yor the above class of 84 be dents, 29 arvilaagensct were assigned, who will 
carry out training as outlined under the direction of Major F.M, Andrews, Command- 
ent of the School, with Captain B.S, Wright as ‘Operations Officer and Director of 

yang, aud Lieut. Clyde A. Kuntz, his assistant. — 

The group of instructors with the present cless is composed of lst Lieuts, A... 
Beliard, T.W. Sleckburr, C.E, Duncan, J.M. Gillespie, 'W.C. Goldborough, W.S.Gravel,, 
EO. Kiel, W.A. Maxi ell, Shs Pitts, Ned Schramm, J.W. Monohan, G.M. St. John, J.G. 
Taylor; 2nd Lieuis, B.F. booth, 


Pe 


S E.E, Partridge, L.S. Jamieson, L.S, Smith, R.A. 
Snevely and Y.H. Taylor, and Master Sergeant E.F. Nendell. 
woe 22 (0 mmene 


JCINT ARMY — NAVY MANEUVERS IN PANAUA 
by the France Field Correspondent 
The war is over, The enemy, represented by the Pacific Fleet, has come forth 
bravely and nes gone on its way up the Atlantic. 
The Menevver wes on, beginning at 5:00 P.M., March lst. The Sixth Composite 
Group, less the 25th Bomberdment Squadron, moved to the Pacific Side for the rane 
euvers, goins into camp at the Advance Base esteblished at Albrook Field, This 


part of the cro consisting of Group Hecdauarters, Group Overations, the 24th 
+] a ? + Ps 


Pursuit Squadron, and the np Observation Sauadron, established eae helter tent cai 
nd imnedietely took up the vatrols sl ig for the derense of the Pacific vide 
or the Caer The 25th Bomberdment Scuacron wes left to orerete. out Faget 
“ioid on call of the Group Commander. In addition to our Force, the Coco Solo Air 
Force iteiaadie Navy) established a Bese-at the Perles Islands for see. pntrol work, 


-~ 105 - V-5664, A.C, 











Je py os 
u 8 u 


A 


8 


7 


eC. 


CCE 
Lds 
ins 
1er 
rk 


Pve: 


of 


ch 


al 


10] 
e 


1 
Ke 


One Army Air Corns Pilot was detailed with them, acting as Liaison Officer and pitc 
of seap)anes, 

As the alert went into effect et 5:00 P.M., March Ist, our first patrol 
dispatched at this hour with e mission to cover the sea area south of the Canal 
zone, to a distonce of aprroximmiely twenty wiles, and report any signs of enemy 
activity in this crea, The netrol was in touch continuously with the Field by 
two-way radio. It Siscovered no signs of the ene:y. The following morning a 
prtrol,consisting oF one DH with Lieut. Perker as pilot, and Lieut. Dowman as ob- 
server, tock off one and one-raif hours before caw. This patrol reported that it 
could sce no sisns of any Sans Fleet ,but thet it did notice peculiar flashes 

wh the clouds,whicl resebled a bettie in progress. These fleshes appeared 
to whem to be ct a distance from soventy-five to 3 hundred miles out to sea, The 
Setouatition wes immediately passed on to C-2 of the Departmnt for Transmission to 
all concerned, It was decided to ares out a long distance patrol to assist in 
covering tie cea sresa, At daylight, Colonel Fisher as observer, and Lieut. Gaffne: 
as pilot, took off and flew ovt to sea acout once hundred miles. At this distance 
the leaiing submarines of the hostile Fleet were picked up. These consisted of 
submarines 4, € and 25, 
dition to these ~etrols, a long distance patrol was establi 
the bases end possible landing places between that point and Chame, on the Pacific 
Side. To peeve possible attack via the Atlentic, patrols coverea the Gatum Lock 
aud the Atlenc envrance to the Canal, oeginning at dawn each day. These patrols 
worked out of Pr ance Fic LOM {il patrols on the Pacific Side were continuous throu 
out the day, ucing single Chscrvietion planes. On the morning of the 3rd, the befo: 
ys prompaeel patrol, seu Yilliems, vilot,and Lieut. Hutchins, observer, by the use 
of flares, discovered and revorted the wholes of the first division of the Naval Av. 
tacking awe ALL pursuit and observation vlanes were ordered into the air at 
once to etzacx enomy planes before they could take off their ships or wherever 
found, the Observation now sinuleting attack planes. At the same time, the Bomb- 
ardment planes were Circctcd to proceed at once and attack the Fleet, paying par- 
ticular attention to the airviane carriers, transports and battleships, 
mentioned. Everything went oif as planned,and meny of the enemy planes were ate 
tacked while still on the catapults or on the water. 
self to be much faster than anything flown by the enemy. No plane of the enemy we 
able 2 cross our shore line before being attacked by our pursuit ships, One-half 
hour efter daylight,the Bombardment Squadron crossed Albrook Field en route to 
bomb the Fleet, At this time, friendly Pursuit joined them and furnished Pursuit 
npotection for the bombardment of the enemy Fleet, Our Pursuit, using fragmenta 
tion bombs, attacked the Airplane Cerrier "Langley" ~y five minutes after six, and 
at this time all their rlanes were in the air. I+ is believed that one fragmenta- 
tion would so damege the decks of this Carrier ae %o make it immossible for planes 
to again land upon it; consequently, 211 planes would have been lost by reason of 


shed at David to cover 





being compelled to land in the water upon return to the ship. This, it is believe: 


is goinstcbe.quitea problem for Neval Airplane Cerriers. The bombardment planes 
bombed the Fleet as ver orders, without interference from enemy planes 

While no decision was ite by any umpires in this matter, it is believed that 
no enemy bombardment plene could have reached the vicinity of the Locks, and that 
if the land force is surficiently strong in Pursuit, the chances are very much 
against daylicht bombing ever being successful in the Canel Zone. 
ped over the Fleet on the morning of the 3rd, caused the battleships to. stand up, 
as one Naval Commander expressed it, “like islands". This will have to be reckone 
with in any attack by a Fleet at night, as it enabled our Coast Defenses to immed~ 
lately go into action and would undoubtedly have caused a great deal of damage to 
the Fleet. Three enemy planes were compelled to land on Aldrook Field and the pi- 
lots were interned for ths duration of the War. One of these was a Navy Amphibian 
piloted by Lieut. Wratt, the Naval Officer who recently mapped Alaska by aerial 
photography. Three Nevy training type planes, lete in the morning swoonved dow‘ u 
when the 


Report was et once meade oi the information geined. In ad- 


in the orcs 


Our pursuit planes showed it- 


The flares crop: 


on Aibrook Ficld. It is presumed they were simulating bombing. However, 
ater out of gas,and we saw that they 


landed a few minutes 1 


we did not fee? 


that we had been damaged very much. We did not have an lenes or 
2 v 


were similar to our JN' 





the ground at this time. As these planes came to attack the Field, there were two 


PW's on their teiis. At eight o'clock the War with the Nevy ceased, and the lend 
beitle began. In this the Navel Forces did not participate, and ‘his only nart tak: 
by the Army Air Force was an occasional reconnaissance and photographic mission. 
The dispatch and hgh rginsevs.9 with which the Air Force operated at Albrook Fiel: 
was very gratifying to ali concerned, and the Department Commander expressed his 
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entire satisfaction with the work of tre Air Force during the meneuvers,- 
At the critique all speakers, both Army and Navy, expressed their belief that 
the first and greatest necessity for prover defense of the Cenal is a large Air For, 
=---090——- 


SUCCESSFUL RADIO MISSION IN TYE PANAMA CANAL ZONE 


A successful remote control radio mission was recently executed in Panama by 
Lieuts, Howard and Canfield as observers and Lievts, Parker end Williems as pilots, 
Uncer the decision of the Joint Army and Navy Radio Control Board, in order to pre. 
vent confusion, 211 radio missions in the vicinity of a powerful Army or Navy radio 
station must be handled by that station, 

Station NAX of the Navy is located at Cristobal. Accordingly, a 132 set of 
the Air Corps was turned over to the Navy and was keyed by wire from France Field, 
The radio equipment used in the planes consisted of a 134 transmitter and an un. 
shielced receiving set, which makes the feat the more remarkable, The modulated 
buzzer system was used, 

both plenes established communication over a distance of 90 miles. They flew 
down past San Blas, and in the region of the Darien mcuntains apparently encourter. 
ed the dead spot knowm for a lone time to the steamship service. After they passed 
the above mentioned spot the signals became increasingly louder. 

---000--- 


MOPS ABSOUT CAPTAIN GRAY'S ALTITUDE FLIGHT 


The News Letter Correspondent from Scott Field, Belleville, Ill., gives fur- 
ther information on the altitude flight made by Captain H.C. Gray, Air Corps, when 
he broke the American free balloon altitude record by reaching 28,510 feet and es- 
tablished two new eltitude records for balloons of the 7th and 8th categories. The 
Correspondent goes on to sav: 

"On the afternoon of March 9th Captain Grey appeared before the asseérbled mul- 
titude resembling a larze, brown bear preparing for winter hibernation; climbed ip. 
to his wicker basket,glanced at the 80,000 cu.ft. single-ply, hvdrogen-filled bag 
swinging overheed; adjusted the instruments; supervised the distribution of 4,500 
lbs. of sand ballast to be expended on ascent; verified the oxygen apparatus; turn 
ed on a jazz tune on his radio, and with a cry, "O.K., let her go", slipped up into 
the sky. 

"Gne hour and forty-seven minutes later the reconnaissance plane spotted him 
throwing out ballast and coming down very swapidly into someone's cow pasture. When 
the observers landed they found Captain Gray none the worse for his experience; a 
trifle weak, perhaps, wno wouldn't be? He passed out at 27,000 feet, due to the 
failure of his oxygen apparatus and cid not recover consciousness until his balloon 
had descended to 17,000 feet. Captain Gray stated that upon ascent he rapidly cise 
charged ballast, and due to the fact that this had to be dene by cutting the incivic- 
ual sand bags with a knife it entailed a considerable physical strain. Imagine 
throwing 3,900 pounds of sand tied up in sand bags of 33 pounds each, At 12,000 fee’ 
he used his first oxygen and at no time did he feel otherwise than normal. ‘The last 
thing he remembered in ascent was checking his instruments at 27,000 feet. The 
thermometer registered 32 deg. below zero; he was still discharging ballas$é; the 
radio reception was very clear; he felt rather cold and numb, but there was no nhys- 
ical warning that he was ebout to lose consciousness. The next thing he remombers 
was regaining consciousness at 17,000 feet. The bag was falling rapidly in spice | 
of the fact that it hed a tendency to parachute due to the loss of gas which cause 
the=silk fabric to cling to the net which covered it. 

"Captain Gray immediately proceeded to aitempt to check his fall by releasing 
the remaining ballast. The actual landing was not any rougher than the average 
balleor flicht,  . : 3 aS 3 . mt, 


' 


"Captain Gray will be remembered by his excellent showings in the last Netional 
and Internetional Balloon Races, where he placed second on both occesicns.' 
“ ‘ ar : : > fe Yaar tk 
Captain Gray's official report to the Chief of Air Corps covering his flitns 
is, in substance, as follows: 
= 107 ad YoS"64, AG 
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"The balloon used on this flight, No. S-30-241, was. made of single-ply silk, 
rubberized, aluminum coated fabric, with silk net, inflated with approximately 
70,000 cubic feet of Hydrogen, with a lift of 72,8 nounds per thousand; barometer 
correctec to sea level of 30.03, Temperature 47.2; weather conditions clear, no 
ceiling; wind suriace, 10 miles per hour EB. NE.; time of devarture 1:18 P.M.; weight 
of pilot with perachute and special clothing 215 pounds; weight of instruments and 
miscellaneous ejuipment, 163 nounds; weight of balloon with supplies, 726 pounds; 
disposable ballast, 4,520 vounds. ; 

Special ecuipment for the flight --- 

Leatner reindeer-fawn skin lined ilying suit. 

High top fleece-lined leather moccasins,laced front and back, wool knit breech- 
es, two helmets. 

Three oxygen cylinders with two sets of reculating valves. High gauge pressure 
on these cylinders wes 2000 pounds, 1800 pounds and 500 pounds , respectively. Dur- 
ing the flight these cylinders were carried inside of the basket. It was necessary 


to mount them high, as there was not sufficient room lower in the basket. Further, 


in this position they were more convenient te drop by parachute in case of emergency 
In landing the basket was dracged into a ditch in such a manner that one hign pres- 
sure gaure was broken entirely from the fitting and lost in the mud and water in the 
bottom of the ditch. The other high pressure gauge case was broken, jamming the 
instrument. Both low pressvre gauges were jammed, showing in one case 4 pounds 
pressure and in the other cese 6 pounds. During the flight those low pressure 
gauges were edjusted at 14 pounds when oxygen was being used. 

Two barographs, Julien P, Friez, 40,000 ft., Nos, 11 and 14, 

One thermogreph, Julien P. Friez, No. 15, 

One 50,000 ft. altimeter 

One Model 1923 Rete of c¢ 

One Guster stetcscore. 

One Atwater Kent, Model 32 radio receiving set, with houd speaker and tuned 
loop. ‘ 

Special rack to carry sand bags was suspended from the concentrating ring. 

Special parachutes ware constructed by which individual items of equipment 
might be dropped with least damage to seme or to property on which it might land. 
These parachutes were designed, constructed and crop tested under the supervision 
of Mr, Ross Asbill, Foreman of the Fabric Department. 

Unbalasting was provided for by having sand bags each containing 50 pounds , 
suspended from the rack shown, The plen was to split these sand bags with a knife, 
permitting the sand to flow out. The two spring blade parachute knives became dull 
within the first 7,000 feet, the commercial hunting knife lasted through the remain- 
der cf the flight, though becomming dull during the latter part of the flight, and 
it was necessary to puncture the bags with the sheath knife and tear them open by 
hand, This method was not et all satisfactory and will be changed on future flights. 
Hoppers and automatic devices were considered but discarded due to the possibility 
of their remaining open in the event the pilot fainted, permitting the balloon to 
go to dangerous altitude. The sand bag arrangement was preferred in view of the 
fact that it was possible to go only so high as the pilot had strength to cut the 
bags, when the balloon would overshoot its equilibrium point and start dom. This 
is exactly what happened in this flight, a 

On landing the pilot was carried by airplane to the Station Hospital at Scott 
Field, arriving there approximetely 20° minutes after landing. It is evident the OxX= 
ygen apparatus was not satisfactory. In the next flight it is contemplated adopting 
the new type of gas mask to conserve oxygen. This flight lasted but 1 hour and 47 
minutes, and two of the 200-inch tanks were emptied. in the third tank the prqasers 
was reduced to 500 pounds, showing an excessive waste of oxygen without benefit to 
the pilot. The 100-inch cylinder of oxygen was held in reserve in case of having to 
leave the balloon by parachutes, 

The type A-2, helmet was not used, as it was considered it did not’ efford prope” 
protection in the event of encountering intense cold, due to the exposure ol the 
throat, nose and forehead. This helmet has been reconstructed and will be tested 
ina later flicht. The helmet used could be improved by heving it shaped to confor 
tore closely to the pilot's head, particularly the nose, also the eye holes are not 
cut in the proper shape. The adjustable mouth cover with oxygen inlet formed a cov: 
venient means of applying the oxygen after high altitude had been attained without 
the inconvenience of wearing seme throughout the flight. 1% is believed, however) 
that this type cannot be made to economize oxygen. The long cape of the helmet fit- 


ted snugly within the collor of the flying suit is preferred, as it assures that 
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cold eir will not come in direct contact with tne skin. This helmet was worn on 
this flight and proved very corfortable with the excevtions noted, i.e., nose piece 
too fiat and helust did not conform to shape of head. I+ is tdhiened that helmets 
should be designed for each incividual pilot who is to participate in this type of 
flving. 

The Frce Ralloon Instrumert Case, Type A-2, is a light, convenient, compact 
nd complete unit, providing a maximum protection for the instruments, Tho landing 
this flight was rather severe, yet none of the instruments in the case were ine 
jured in the least, except the commercial thermometer, 50-cent. type, which was 
fastened on the [ace of the case with no protection for its glass tube, and which 
vas broken, The thermometer for which the case was designed wes not vrovided, hence 
the use of the cheap cowmercial ore, 

Radio reception was excellent up to an altitude of 27,000 feet where the pilot 
passed out, In falling to the bottom of the basket the lcov connections were broken, 
special programs produced by KSD and KMOX of St. Louis, Mo., were heard perzeculy, 
The directional effect of the loop was pronounced, and with time these directiors 

could have been broucht to give exact locations over the ground. The development of 
this festure of locating positions by radio should be develened, as it should vrove 
of greet val ue in flying above ciouds or in foggy weather. There being no Govern. 
ment sets @llable at Scott Fielc, a commercial ses was used, which proved extreme. 
ly ce ia e landine, the jar was sufficient to break the oxygen apperatus, as 
noted, break the bea sket, anc tear the set out of its cover which was supported by 
shock absorber clastics in the basket, break the hinged door off the case, splitting 
the case in one place and making numerous dents and scars -in the woocen case of the 


s8] 
ty 


ie) 


set. All tubes were injured, and two of them, jarred completely out of their sockets. 


were broken, The case went on into the ditch and was filled with mud, All that was 
done to restore the set to rerfect cperction was to clean out the mud and insert 
new tubes, The set is now operatins with the original batteries and horn. The loop 
was broken almost beyond repeir. 

The barograph and thermocraph were forwarded to the Bureau of Standards for 

alibration, 

The cloudless sky permitted observation of the balloon to within a few minutes 
of landing by means of Signal Corps theodolites, which were established on a three 
mile North and South base; using two instruments it was thought possible to observe 
the flight throughout and ‘make accurate calculations as to altitude made, 

During the flight it was found impossible to discharge sand ballast sufficient- 
ly to maintain a rate of ascent of 800 feet per minute which had been predetermined, 
to check radio reception, to control the oxygen apparatus, make entries in the log 
and note instruments, About all that was done was to pour sand and listen to the 
radio, with an occasional check on the instrumerts. Sufficiert time | was not taken 
in | this flight to wake ‘Peover observattcr ss, 7 he 


In descent the bailova, wiih appe1iix spider icv: inose, ivimed a partaict paras 
chute, and when the ballast was expended the rate of fall was varying between 600 
and 700 feet per minute, at which speed the landing was made. The severe shock of 
landing was due to striking the far side wall of a ditch which acted the same as 
striking a wall. After striking the first ditch the balloon tore its way through 8 
or 10 telephone wires, dragring the basket across a paved road into a drainage ditch 
on the other side, 

Sumery,- 

p Oxygen equipment must be improved in rir bhepeobaenesde 

Be Unballasiing methods to conserve pilot's energy must be developed. 

3. Experimentation with radio reception for the locating of positions by 
directional effect of loop is recommended. 

4. High altitude work of og palieacemiaees nature may be very readily carried 
out by the use of free balloons 


---000-—= 
FRANCE FIELD ENTERTAINS MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 


France Field, Panmia Canal Zone, acted as host recently to a party of Congress 
men, some of whom wrrived at the Zone on the Transvort ST, MIHIEL and others on whe 
diner, CRTGLOBAL, Arriving on the mornine of ‘eras 15th, “they were zreeted by a 
farettion of pursuit planes from Franco Field. 
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The following dey Lieut. Pearcy ferried Congressman Perkins, of New Jersey, in 
a DTH sirplane to the Pacific side. Mr. Perkins, who does considerable flying, is an 
enthusiast on the subiect and enjoyed his flicht inmensely. He and Lieut. Pearcy 
traveied es far down the Paciiic side as the Cheno River, noted for its ellicato.s 
end other somewhat undesirable inhabitants. The views, however, are magnificent, a: 
Mr. Perkins can testify. 

Lieut. McDonald, on March 138th, ferried Consressman Crague to Balboa, and the 
latter was likewise delich? = 






‘hted with the wonderzul view of the Canel. The following 
day saw the return of Conrressman Perkins and Lieut. Pearcy. 

On Sunday, the 20th, a delegation of Contressmen visited France Field, members 
of the party being Senatcr Rarkler, of Ke; sucky.’ and Representatives Perkins of 
yew Jersey, Dennison of illinois, Johnston of Tliinofs, Milliken of Mississippi 
(a captain in the U.S, Army during the World War), Huston of New Jersey, Dickinson 
of lowa, Collins of Missouri anc Eestlick of Tennessee 

Songressman Carl R. Chindbloom, of Chicago (10th Illinois District) flev over 
from Jalboe with Lieut. Wimsatt as pilot, while Congressman Thomas 5, Williams (24%? 
tllinois District) and Henry T, Rainey (20th Illinois District) of the Military Af- 
fairs Comuittee, arrived in a Martin Bomber piloted by Licut. King. All were great- 

pleasea with their trip, 

The Congressional delegetion was entertained by the officers of France Field, 
while Lieuts, Merrick, Dougias and Pearcy put’ throe PW-9 pursuit planes through 
their paces, ifr, Perkins mide a short speech exoressing his appreciation of the 
courtesies extended anc assuring his audience of his continued support of the Air 
Corps. The France Field officars appreciate the fact that our legislators were 
willing and even eager to ride in the same planes they use for every day operations. 

Later in the dey come of the rarty, including Congressman Perkins’ four daugh- 
ters, took a plunge in tho woters of Limon Lay from the France Field swimming pa- 
vilion and enjoyed it very much, The four giris proved to be excellent swimmers, 
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ATRSAIP SEARCHNS FOR BODIES OF AVIATORS 


The Airship TC-5 recently took off from Lungley Field, Va., for the purpose 
of searching the surf and coast along the Barnerat Bay section of New Jersey to 
locate, if possiblo, the bodies of Lievts, William A. Gray and Willard L. Harris 
of the 19th Airship Company, who are believed to have been drowned in an airplane 
crash in this locality after flying into a heavy fog. The search was made with the 
Naval Air Station at Lekehuret, N.J. as a base, and several flights were made under 
varying weether conditions, ccanning the water alons the shore while flying at var- 
ious altitudes. Although the [0-5 type airship is remarkably suited for this kind 
of work, none of the numerous observers aboard could find any trace of the bodies 

r the submerged fuselage of the airplene. Various official and unofficial .theor- 
ies as to the exact location of the accident and the effect of the violent storms 
and tides since the accident were considered in determining the exact area for the 
most intensive search. Altnough the exact point on the beach where the plane firs™ 
touched in its crash is believed to have been more or less definitely located, 
ports of the wreckage were found scattered over a distance of 40 miles or more alo. 
the beach. Owing to this fact, the search wes finelly abandoned end the TC-5 re- 
turned to Langley Field, 

The crew on these flights bee Cantain Clark, pilot: in command; ;Warrant Office 
Lassiter, pilot; Staff Sergean - Wheeler, riggor; Corporal Schneider, radio opera- 
tor; Steff Sewconnth Quinn and Se rgeant Camire, engineers, 
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ESCAPED PILOTLESS BALLOON CAUSES WILD SPECULATIONS 


Wild rumors at Langley Field and vicinity es to the number of nas 


nassengers car- 
ried away ond drowned at sea were caused as the result of the escape from its moor 
ing of a Type "D-2" barrage belloon with Wek the 19th Airship Company was con- 
oe — tes oS in cooperation with the Coast Artillery. Fortunately, 


s ty of balioon carries neither pilot nor passenger. 

it is contemplated using these balloons for the purpose of maintain 
barrage around fortifications and other strategi+ points of limited area. Thi 
particular type has én initial volume of 15,000 cubiz feet, and can expand to 2 
total volume of 24,900 cubic fest. It is xometed 50 attain a maximum aicitude of 


air 


i ry r 4 4 - 4 ss 
15,060 feet, a 1/8-inch cable being used in order vo reach this altitude. 
a Li LO - Ve5564 > A.C * 











fn element of excitement was introduced into these tests when one of these 
littie bellioons broke avay from the winch while being taken out of the big hangar. 
It rose rapidly and disappeered toward Southes: st in a high vind and was recov~ 
ercd «bout 75 miles off the Virginia Capes by the Steamer PASTORES, of the United 
Fruit Line and taken to New York City. The accident was caused by strong wind 
gasts from eround the hanger doors, which caused the balloon to yaw back and forth 
Violently and cut the ceble on the leading off gear, which was made for ordinary 
balloon use and not suitable for small cable. _ 
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|‘ UNFORTUNATE ACCIDENT AT CAMP STANLEY, TEXAS 


An unfortunate accident, resulting in the death of three men, occurred at 
Camp Stanley, Texas, which was being used by Kelly Field es a gunnery range. Ist 
Ls Beneaict A, Coyle, Cedet John W. Green and Private, lst Class, Rudolph C. 
e 


° yle anc Private Bartel were teking off in a Dougles 0-2, when they drifted 
into contact with Cadet Green, who was flying along in a DH training shiv. Cadet 
Green was firing on the target range when the accident occurred, and apparently the 
eresh occurred before either pilot realized his danger. Both ships came to the 
gsrounc in @ heap, end the flyers were instantly killed, Lieut. Coyle was taking of: 
to return to Kelly Field when the accident occurred, 

Lieut. Coyle is survived by his widow, Mrs. Mabel Coyle, of Kelly Field. He 
was born in Canada in 1891, enlisted in the Infantry in 1913, and was stationed at 
Kelly Field for several yecrs. He was commissioned a lst Lieut, in the Infantry 
(Reserve Corps) on Nov, 27, 1917, and was transferred to the Air Corps, Regular 
Army on July 1, 1920. He eraduated from both the Primary Flying School at Brooks 
Field and the Adve need Flyirs School at Kelly Field during 1926. oP 


. 





Cadet Green wes transferred from the last class of the Primary Flying School 
to the Advanced Flying School. He is survived by his mother, Mrs. Agatha Green, 
6515 North Maplewood Avenus, Chicago, Ill. 

Private Bartel enlistec in the Army on July 27, 1925. He is survived by a 
sister, Mrs, L.W. Lozen of 6558 IHurlbutt Avenue, Detroit, Mich. 

---000-—= 


PLANS FOR RECEPTION ON RETURN OF PAN-AMERICAN FLIGHT 


It is contemplated that the Pan-American flight will make its final official 
landing at Polling Field on May 2 when Major Herbert A. Dargueg, header of the 
flight, and his associates will nose their plenes to the ground and thus complete 
the last lap of their dramatic and spectacular journey to Latin-American republics 
with wessases of good will from President Coolidge and the people of the United: 
States, 

Escorted by oe from Langley Field, YVa., and greeted by plrnes stationed 
at Bolling Field, the Pan-American fliers will make their triumphant entry into 
Washington where il on iending, will be met by high government and army officiel: 
indluding Secretary of War Dwight F. Davis, Assistant Secretaries of War Hanford Mev 
Nider and F, Trubee Davison, Major-General Charles P, Summerall, Chief of Staff, an 
Gignitaries renresenting foreign nations, especially those included in the Pan-Amer~ 
ican Union, 

The only shadow cast over the joyousness of the homecoming of the airmen from 
their 20,000 mile flight over tropic seas, rock-bound coasts and impenetrable jun- 
gles is that of the ten Army Air Corps pilots who took off at San Antonio, Texas, 
where the flight started, only eight return. Two of the "Good Will" fliers --- 
Captain Clinton Ff. Woolsey. and Lieut, John W. Benton --- lost their lives at Buenos 
Aires on February 26 when their plane, "The Detroit", collided with Major Dargue's 
flagship, “The New York". 

Still, even though two of the planes were destroyed in the accident at Buenos 
Aires, there will be but one gap in the formation as the ships come soaring in over 
Bolling Field. One of the cans was filled early in April when "The New York 2nd" 
was flown from Panama to Porto Cabollo, ‘Venezuela, where it joined its sister 
ships on their northward journey. 

The Pan-American fliers, scheduled to reach Miami April 24th, sir deys ahead 
of their original schedule, will be met off the Florida coast by a group or Ay 
planes headed by the Chief of Air Corps, who will have the distinction of being 
the first to welcome the fliers on their return to the United: States. From iam 
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the planes willitravel northwerd to Washingtcn via Jacksonville, Savannah, Wilming- 
ton, N.C., aad Langicy Field, 

The wembers of thé Pan-Amevicon flizht are Major Darcue, Cepteins Arthur B, 
iicDaniel, Ira C,. Faker, Lieuts, Fnuis C, Whitehead, Charles McK. Robinson, Nuir S$, 
Fuirchi:d, Bernard &,. Thomepon ard Leonard D, wedbiantou 

- flcvhough no cerinite decision has as yet been reached as to where the Pan-Amer- 
icen planes anc t)eir crews will be sent following their arvival in Washington, 
they will not go on an extensive tour of American cities such as originally intended 
for the reason that they will bs in need of rest after the sruelling grind of long 
hours and heavy responsibilities they have cone throuch during the past four months. 
YVajor Dargue _ his fellow fliers, aside from the task of viloting their vlanes 
more than 20,000 miles -and keeping their motors in perfect running 0 order, were calle 
upon to vart Pyandirte in cozens of social events which further taxed their physical 
resources, 


‘he five planes leit Sen Antonio on Decerber 20, followed the east coast of Mex- 
‘ico, crossed the Isthmus of Salina Cruz and vrocceded to Panama with stops in Hone 


duras and Nicaragua, From Colon the flight went to Colombia, returned to the Canal 
Zone ond flow along the west coast of South America as far as Valdivia, Chile, 
wnere it crossed the Andes and reached the Atlantic side at Bahia Blanca,Argetina. 
FoLiowing the eosu coast, the planes flew to Buenos Aires and made 1400 mile round 
trip up the Parana River to Asuncion’, Poracruay. Next come Brazil,the Guianas and 


Venezuela, At Trinidad the flight left the mainland and made a series of hops whict. 


covered the Leseer’ Anti les, Porto Rico, tie Dominican Republic, Haiti and Cuba, 
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SECRETARY DAVISON TO INSPECT PACIFIC COAST STATIONS 


A thorough survey of Army Air Corps.and other mili ie ry activity along the Pa- 
cific Coast ig to be madc by Hon. F. Trubee Davison, Assistant Secretary of War, 
following the Army maneuvers 2% San Antonio, Texas. 

Mr. Davison plans to leave Washington, May 4 in one of the tri-motor transport 
planes recently purchased by the War Department, He will arrive in San Antonio on 
May 10th, making stop-overs at Dayton, Scott Field, Fort Leavenworth, Muskogee and 
Fort Sill. eee 

The tour of California is scheduled to siart ou May 22nd, when Mr. Davison 
will fly from Sun antonio with stops et El Paso and Tueson, From San Diego he will 
proceed to Los Angeles and San Francisco with intermediate stops between the two 
cities. The transvort to be used in one of the newest tyves of Army aircraft It 
is a monovlane with a cruising speed of about 100 miles an hour, has seating capac- 
ity for ten nersons, end each of its three air-cooled motors develops 225 H.P, 

‘ir, Davison, who homie flying in 1916 and is an enthusiastic pilot, will share with 


‘Lieut. Lester J, Maitland the tagk of piloting the plane from Washington to the Pa 


cific Coast and back. 

Accompanying Nr. Davison on his trip to the coast will be Brigadier-Generali 
‘William B, Gillmore;Porter Acams, President of the Netional Aeronautic Association 
and H.J. Adamson, Civilian Assistant to Mr. Davison. Mr. Davison expects to come 
plete his inspection tour by May 31,. He will return to Washington, with stops at 
Salt Lake rien Ae oe Fort Riley and Scott Field. 

"I intend spend several dayS in San Diego, Los Angeles’ and San Francisco," 
seid Mr. ~ ite "in order to insvect the various military activities in the vicin- 


_ity of these cities but with particular stress upon Army aviation expansion along 


the Pacific Coast, 

"I am particularly anxious to familiarize myself with conditions at Rockwell 
Field and March Field, The latter station is to be reopened and developed as one 
of the Army's important training centers as well as a station for combat planes. 
it will form one oy the most important adjuncts in our aerial units. Rockwell Fie?: 
is to be developed as a stetion for pursuit units of which there are none now on 
the coast, | 

"I had hoped to be able to go as far north as Seattle but, unfortunately, i 
find that I have not sufficient time on this occasion. I expect +o follow up the 
expansion of the air defenses on the west coast with another personel inspection 
and I plan to visit the Stetes of Wash 1ington and Oregon then," 

Aside from Rockwell and March Fields, mr, Davison pla: nuke visit Fort Rosecrai 
vamp Lawrence, Clover Fieid, the Los Angeles National Guard . Ardea, Fort Mcirtrur 
Ross Field, the Presidio of Monterey, Fort Winfield Scott, Fort McDowell, Fort serr 
Fort Mason; Benecia Arsenal, Fort Funston, Tort Baker, Fort Miley and the Presidio 

San Francisco. 


+ 
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NEW. OFFICERS IN THE ARMY AIR CORPS - 


As the result of a special examination held January 17 to 21, 1927, to fill 
vacencies remaining from the fiscal year ending ‘Tune 30, 1926, 19 candidates from 
civil life and from enlisted flying cadets were tendered appointments as 2nd Lieu. 
tenants in the Air Corps, Regular Army,and assigned: to stations as follows: 

Second Lieut. Irvin Alverta Woodring, Air Corps Reserve, Flying Cadets John 
Edward Bodle, William Harold Doo}ittle, Russell: Keillor and Ernest Harold Lawson to 
Selfridge Field, Mich.; Captain Lewis Love Bowen, Air Corps Reserve, and Sergeant 
Charles Clifford Coppin, Jr., 88th Obs. Sqdn. to Marshall Field, fort Riley, Kansas; 
Flying Cadets Alexander Everett Cabana, -Burton Mh. Hovey, Jr., Earl Clinton Robbins 
and Mark D.S, Steensen to 3rd Attack Group, Fort Crockett, Texas; Staff Sgt.Richard 
Eastman Cobb to the Boston Airport, Boston, Mass.; 2nd Lieut. er W. Dorr, Air 
Corps Reserve, anc Fiying Cadet Russell Scott to Mitchel Field, N.Y.; Flying Cadets 
Dale Davis Fisher and A.J. Kerwin Malone end 2nd Lieut. Willard R. Woifinbarger, 
Air Corps Reserve, to Langley Field, Va.; Flying Cadet Elwood Richard Quesada to 
Bolling rield, D. 0.5; and Flying Cadet Carlisle Iverson Ferris to Hawaiian Department, 
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ARMY AIRMEN SZSARCH FOR MISSING MALL FLYERS 


Crissy Field pilots searched the country south and east of San Francisco for 
four days for trace of Ecward Neher, pilot and Alfred Schaller, office manager of 
the Pacific Air Transport, Inc., who were last seen elive when they left Fresno on 
Sunday morning, April 3rd, at 3:00 A.M. on the run to San Francisco. 

Several persons reported having seen the missing monoplane through the haze 
Sunday morning circling over Crissy Field, and a seat cushion fished out of the 
Bay apparently substantiated the theory thet the missing men had perished in the 
Bay until Mr, Tyler, manager of the P.A.T., stated that mail planes were not equip- 
ped with cushions of that type. Even the vicinity of the Farallone Islands was 
thoroughly investigated in the belief that they may have over-flown their objective 
in the fog, 

On Wednesday morning, April 6th, a Miller & Lux ranch hand found the tangled 
wreckage of the mail plane in the swampy area near Gustine, 90 miles southeast of 
San Francisco, a place notorious among pilots for its dense fogs. It had evidently 
crashed in the fog at high speed, Both men were killed outright. 

Airplanes had passed the scene of the tragedy within three miles many times, 
but as the monoplane was partiv submerged in the swamp it was not seen. 
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A NEW DIVISION IN THE OFFICE CHIEF OF AIR CORPS 


The creation of an Inspection Division in the Office of the Chief of Air Corps 
is announced. The new division is headed by Major F.L. Martin, whose adventures 
in Alaska were features of the Round--the-World Flight. 

The Inspection Division is an agency directly representative of the Chief of 
Air Corps, manned by Air Corps personnel, and charged with overcoming problems con- 
nected with the practical operation of aircraft and air stations. It has not been 
charged with inspection of material purchased from contractors, or with laboratory 
tests; such work will continue to be handled by the Materiel Division. 

The organization of the Inspection Division results from the fact that the air- 
plane and its equipment have introduced many thousands of highly technical problems 
into warfare. This is true to an extent undreamed of by the general public. Sven 
those in close contact with aviation frequently fail to fully appreciate the stag- 
gering amount of technical knowledge represented by aircraft. In one standard type 
of airplane there are more than five thousand different parts, The most complex 
developments of chemistry, electricity. and all the vast range of the mechanical 
arts, enter into the manufacture and repair of these parts. A list of the metels 
used in airplanes, engines and equipment reads like a list of all the known metal- 
lic elements. A statement of the mechanical processes employed sounds like a sume 
mary of everything known about mechanics. Whole libraries have been written about 
metallurgy, woodworking, aircraft textile fabrics, vacuum bulbs and dozens of ctuzer 
divisions of knowledge, all of which are vital to the manufacture and operation of 
military aircraft. 

The management of an active flying ficld is much more like the managemer~ of 
certain, industrial activities than it is like that of an infantry regiment. =ven 
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in the realm of tectics, it is difficult to find parallels in other types of mili- 
ary orgenizasi ons. 
The Inspecticn Division is charged with the adeption to Air Corps needs of 
such standard industrial manasemer siege as will ascist in handling this highly 
technical work, it inspecis such systems efter lati 
All the systems for the maintenance d inspection of equipment employ forms 
oh 
q 


et } 


\ an 

based Upon a Simple end effective device knomm as the walendar inspection record, 
Forms vary according to tne neture of the equipuent, but ‘this principles employed 
are the same throughout. 


fi somewhat 
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lubrication chart snecitying the intervels at which the different parts o 
automobile should be lubricated, It will be nial gs thet this arrancenent 


J isi 


does not provide eny record of work thet hes beon done. The calendar 
he 


s% 
record employed by the Inspection Division ac couplis neny more purposes than the 


L 


simpie device just referred to, 


In sddition to outlining the work so es to remind the mechenic at the proper 
sith and so that the work will elways be accomplished by the routine method trat 
hos been found best, the cclerdar inspection record provides a complete record of 
all inspection and ap latenance operations performed by the mechanics. It also proe 
vides a record of 21!) irspections by personnel, whose duty it is to inspect the 
activity. 

One outstanding recuiremert is sme all ealender inspection record forms shall 


« 


be postec on walis, Lulietin boards or otherwise exposed insteac of being hidden 











away in files, This facilitates the use of the inspection systems for a quich 
determination of the sietus of the ectivities where they are used. Such cevermina- 
tion may readily be made bv the socrlled "soot check" method. In apnlying this 
method to the cirrlare, for instronec, the mechanics' record (on the calerder in- 
spection record form) is verified by checking the status of two or three items on 
the record (chosen ati ranicm) ecquinst the ectual condition of trese parts of the 
airplane as determined by visuel inspection. If the tivo or three random items are 
correct, it may be assumed thet the record as a whole is a correct revrecentation 
of the condition of the airplane. From the record, ths detailed ocndition of the 
airplene may be determined at a glance. 

The systems eat present vrovide for insvection and maintenarce of airplanes and 
other flying mete: Leni inciuding parachutes, casera, radia ecuiraent and armament. 
They provide also a standerdized systema for handling the work and records of opera 
tions offices at air stations, 

These systems have been under development for as long as three years, practica’ 

tests having been conducted at Kelly, Mitchel and Bolling Fi e 

these tests, installation of the systems at all Air Corps stations was dscided upon. 
The approved schedule requires completion of this work before the end of the press 
calencar year 


My 


The work of installation 1 EM ressing ravidly, It wonld appear that a large 

section of Air Corps personnel has for.sometime redcenized the need for more syctom- 

atic inspection and maintenance of aircraft, hence tne inertia which usualiv greets 

ai innovation is in this case replaced by a positive demand for the new system, 
---000--=- 


KELLY FIELD PERSONNEL GO TO MARCH FIELD 


try 


With the start of Major Carlyle H. Wash, Air Corps, for his new command, March 
ield, Riverside, Calif., recently, the first step to the reconditioning of thet 
field and the anauguretion of the nev training plan has been taken, Major Wash wes 
followed a few days later by ist Lieut. A.C. Kincaid, who is to be Adjusant; Lisi. 
Rb. Walker, Sngineer Oificer, and Lieut. H.B. Chandler, of Brooks Fic o wlll 
be the Air Corps Supply Officer. With them went the following non-commissioned 


fre + - oy ‘al a° S‘alnnnt Sayusaary e Ct OF Ger oon P 
officers: Technical Serceant Fletcher J. Cox, 43rd Schoci Squadron; Stat Sergeznt 
‘ ps , c a sate ‘ 6 es DQ piss Wit eeute TS iWennoreas eo ter is 
James A. Forrest, 70th Pervicousdqua tron, Staif Se rgeant Edgar R. Henderson, 62 


Service Squedron; Serceant Fred Vor. Alatine, 63th Service Squadron; sorporal trade 
erick J, Bremmerman, 10th School Group Hdgrs.,and Private 1 Ci.Michasl Kieado,o Sul, 
Service Squadron. 
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MILITARY SERVICES EXEMPT FROM TEXAS NEW GAS TAX 

Thrcugsh the efforts of Acting Meyor Phil Wright, of San Antonio, the. Air Corrs 

was rendered exempt from the new 3¢ gasoline tax which threatened to curtain tou 
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ously the trainins at the Air Corps Training Center, 

Accompenied by /ssistent City Attorney T.D, Hobbs, Jr., and Judge S.J. Brooks, 
ayor Wright jcurneyed to Austin during the closing sessions of the State Legisla- 
turs and placed his plea before Governor Moody. It was estimated that the new tax, 
if paid from Air Corps funds, would increese the cost of flving training by nearly 
60% an nour, and wight lead to the ebandonment of the plans for spring Air Corps 
treining in Texas, as well as hamper the training of officers end cadets at the 
two Texas fields, : 


M 
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TRIRD ATTACK GROUP GREETS COMMANDER DE PINEDO 


ander le Marquis Francesco de Pinedo, the "four continent" flyer of the 

atian Novy, reached Galveston on his internatioral flight on April 2nd 
in.}.is twin-engined Itelien Navy monoplane bomber, the "Santa Maria", flying 
irom New Orleans. 


A flight of three airplanes of the Third Attack Group, piloted by Lieuts, H,!, 


Vandenberg, H.M. Turner end G°c. McGinley, met Commander de Pinedo, near Port 
frthur, Texas, and escorted the "Santa Marie" to its designated landing place in 
the shipping channel of Galveston, breaking fromation upon arrival, the leader 
circling to indicate the landing buoy. 

The U.5.Coast Guard Cutter "Comache", with its small boats, acted as tender 
for the seaplane, and with the welcoming committee of Pinddo's countrymen brought 
the personnel of the "Santa Maria" to the pier, where the famous Italian was 
greetec with impressive ceremonies, 

Representing the United Siates Army Air Corps was Major Frank D, Lackland, 
commanding the Third Attack Group, and his staff consisting of Captain Joseph H. 
Davidson, Air Corps, Operations Officer; Captain William Lafrenz, C.A.C., Harbor 
Defense of Galveston; Lieuts, Herbert W. Anderson and Robert W. Harper, Air Corps, 

After an automodile procession through the city, Commander de Pinedo laid a 
wreeth on the Texas Heroes' Monument, and returned to the "Comache" for transpor- 
tation to his plane. With his officers he took off for Medina Lake, near San 
Antonio, Texas, at 1:45 P.M., being escorted for 30 miles by the flight of attack 
planes, 

During the visit much interest was evidenced in the Santa Maria, with its 
huge pontoons, its two 550 H.P. Isotta Fraschini engines rigged in tandem, its 
thick wing sections and its general construction, as well as in the striking 
personelity of Commander de Pinedo. 
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SECRETARY OF WAR VISITS PANAMA CANAL ZONE 
By Lieut. H.C. Downey, A.C. 

France Field had a distinguished visitor on March 30th in the person of the 
Secretary of War, Hon. Dwight F. Davis, who arrived on the Steamship, ANCON, about 
6:00 A.M, Lieut. Herbe¢k and Sergeant Berg put out in a radio plane about 5:30 Ali, 
and proceeded to Porto Bello, watching for the approach of the ANCON. Upon sighting 
it, they reported by radio to France Field Operations, whereupon an escort took off, 
The Operations Officer dispatched two flights of NBS-1's, three flights of PW-9's, 
and three flights of DH's to greet the Secretary, Lieut. McDonald in his photo ship 
took some pictures of the ANCON and the escorting plenes. The pursuit planes did 
some very good acrobatics for the entertainment of the Secretary. 

A delegation composed of Colonel Walker, Governor of the Canal Zone, Ma jor=Gen- 
eral Martin, Commanding the Panama Canal Department; Brigadier-General George S, Si- 
monds; Lieut.-Colonel A.G. Fisher, Air Corps, and Governor Arosemena of Colon met the 
Secretary at the cock, Shortly after landing, the Secretary proceeded to France 
Field and made an inspection of the planes and personnel here. France Field fired 
a salute of 19 guns in honor of the head of the War Department. In connection with 
the Secretary's visit, the STAR AND HERALD of Panama printed the following in an 
editorial: 

"Here Secretary Davis will find a small but mightily efficient air force. They 
may lack planes, perhaps, and quarters, and about all that Albrook Field has is a 
name, but he has here as fine a bunch of aviators as can be found in any service 
in the world. A better bunch of airmen never hopped off to soar over the Canal and 
over the mountains and jungles of the Republic." 
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The formetion slying and the inspection of Frence rield evidently pleased ithe 
Secretacy of Wer,for the foliowing comrencatory letter from the Cownending General , 
Paname Cenal Depa rtment, that speaks for itself, hes been roceived at Group 


"The Secretary of War has asked me to express his aprreciation of the fine 
showing made by your command upon his inspection yesterday, 

"He was very much vleased at the appearance of your post and the condition 
of your flying equipment. 

"He was also favornbly impressed with the evolutions of the Air Corps as his 
snip was entering the harbor yesterday. 

(Signed) C.H. Martin, 
Major-General, U.S.A.,Commanding." 
a 000 wae 


ALR CORPS OFFICERS DETAILED AS STUDENTS AT LEAVENWORTH 


Under ordors recently ussued by the War Denartment, the following named of- 
ficers oi: the Army Air Corps were detailed as students to take the 1927-28 cours 
et the Command end General Staff Scnool, Fort Leavenworth, Kansas, reporting to 
the command of that institution between August 20 and September 3, 1927: 

Mejor Lewis H, Brereton, Langley Field, Va.; Majors Oscar Wes over, Robert 
EM. Goolrick, ira A, Rouer, Sugene A, Lohman, Follett Eracley, Ralph Royce, Ca 
Robert C. Candee, students of the Air Corps Tactical School at Langley Field, Va.: 
Captain Lynwood b, Jacoos, student of the Infantry School at Fort Benning, Ga.}; and 
Captain William E, Farthing, student cf the Field Artillery School at Fort $111,0kl: 
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ASSIGNMENT CF CRADUATSS OF COMMAND AND GENERAL STAFF SCHOOL 


Air Corps officers now cn duty ss students at the Command ane General Staffs 
School, Fort Leaverworth, K2nsas, are to be assigned to stations indicated upon 
their graduation this summer, according to War Department orders recently issued, 

Major Thomas DeW, Milling, Fred = Coleman and Kdwin B, Lyon to Washingtcn,D.°. 

for duty in the Office Cnief of Air Corps; Majors Hush J. Knerr, Michael F, Davis 
and Captain George GC. Kenrey to Langl ra Field, Va,; Major Leo G, Heffernan to 
Chanute Field, Manton, Ill. 

---000--- 


ASSIGNMENT OF GRADUATES OF AIR CORPS ENGINEERING SCHOOL 


Upon their sracduation this summer from thg Air Corps Engineering School a 
kicCook Field, Dayton, Ohio, officers now attending this school will be sanioned to 
Stations as follows: 

Captain Oliver P, Echols and 2nd Lieut. Will W. White to McCook Field; Major 
Frank M. Kennedy to Office Chief of Air Corps, Washington, D.C.; ist Lieut. Wo, J, 
Flood to Langley Field, Ya.; lst Lieut, John P. Rochter to Fairfield Air Intermed- 

s; l 


iate Depot; end Lieut. Lloyd E. Hunting to Kelly Field, Texas; lst an pooes howard 
Z. Bogert to Curtiss Factory, Buffalo, N.Y., as Air Corps Representative, 


== O00 m= 
ATR SORPS OFFICERS PROMOTED 


Five officers of the Army Air Corps recently received promotions, viz: Major 
Jemes A, Mars ve Lieut.-Golonel with rank from March 9, 1927; Captain f debert ‘Led. 
Welsh to Mejor, with rank from Merch 19, 1927; 2nd Lieuvts. Edmund C. Lynch, Alfred 
A. Kessler, Jr., and Mervin &. Gross to ist Lieut., with rank, respectively, frou 
February 27, March 8 and March 12, 

---000-—= 
CEANCES IN STATIC! CF AIR CORPS UFFICERS 

Major W.R. Weaver has been relieved es Commanding Officer of the Middletown 
Air Intermediate Depot end assigned as student to take the observers" course ct 
the Advenced Flying School, Kelly Field, Texas, Wypon completion of thas cuurce 
Mejor Weaver will vroceed to Maxwell Fieid, Montevmery, Ala., and assume commard, 

Captain Wm. D. Wheeler, for a number of years on duty at Chanute Field, han. 

- 116 - V-5664, A.C, 











tcul, i1l., has been assigned as siudert to rursue the observers" course at the 
Advenced Riying school, Kelly Field, Texes, 

Major Roy S$. Srowm has been relieved from duty at Kelly Field, T on a 
signed to Chanute Field for duty in connection with summer training of reserve of. 
sicers. He will resort next September at Langley Field, Va., to take the TT 
at the ir Corps Tactical Senocl. 

Major Millard *, Hermon, relieved from duty with the War Department General 
Svafi, wili-proceed to March Field, Riverside, Calif., for duty. 
Lieut.-Colonel James A, Mers, relieved from duty at Scott Field, Ill., will 
ceed to San Antonio, Texas, for duty at the Sen Antonio Air Intermediate Depot, 
a digpeminupenratien Hastey has been relieved from duty at Headquarters of the 
Corps Area aud assigned to the Office Chief of Air Corps, Yeshington, D.C 
First Lievt. Martinus Ssenseth, upon completion of his course at the Air Corns 
Tactical School, Langley field, will go to Fort Riley, Kansas, to pursue the course 


4 


at the Urvalry School, 

First-Lieut. Frank B. Tyndall was relieved from duty with the Curtiss Aeroplen 
ana Motor Company, Garden City, N.Y., and assigned as Air Corps Representative at 
the Neystone Aircraft Corporation, Bristol, Pa. 

Fivst Lioevt, Sigmund Fy Landers, engaged on Industrial War Plans work at Dayie: 
Shio, wae assigned to duty at Brooks Field, Texas. 

First Lievts. Henry H. Reily, Robert H. Finley, A.B. Ballard and Emil C, Kiel 
have Leen assigned to tuke the ovservation course at the Advenced Flyin e Schank, 
nen ee" Texas, und voor completion of same will resume their duti es at thet 
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aokatn Wm. F, Donnelly wes designated as Assistant Commandant of the Air Cor 
al School at Chanute Field, Tl 

ond Lieuts, Dewitt ba? ard and Prentice E, Yeomans were relieved from detai. 
to the Air Corps, tho former being assigned to the Infantry and duty with the 2nd 
Division at Ft. Sam Houston, Texas, and the latter to duty with the lst Cavalry 
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Brigaue at Fort Cierk, ‘’exas. 
Second Lievt. George H. Steel, Field Artillery, was transferred to the Air 
Corps, effective April lst. 


---000--= 
FRENCH MILIT ‘ARY ATTACHE VISITS KELLY FIELD 


Keliy Fielc, Texas, recenily received a visit from Major Georges Thenault, 
French "Ace" and former commander of the Lafayette Escacrille, who is now on duty 
as Military Attache with the French Embassy in Wasnington. Major Thenault flew 


the planes at Kelly Field, insvected the eruinme nt and noted the methods of in- 
struction employed, 


---00G——= 
NAVY AIR SECRETARY VISITS SCHOFIELD EARRACKS 


The Hon, Edward 0. Warner, Assistant Secretary of the Navy, visited the 13th 
Pursuit Group at Schofield Barracks, T.H., during the month of March and made a 
brief inspection. He seemed woll pleased with the manner in which this Group hed 
been opereting under cdverse conditions. Several PiW's were sent to Luke Field es 
an Aloha Mission for Secretary Warner, who cae up by air from the Navy Air Statice 
at luke Field. 

~--000—-—— 


TRANSCONTINENTAL BUSINESS TRIP BY AIRPLANE 


What is believed to be one of the first transcontinental business trips vie 
airplane was recently mace by Mr. R. W. Judson, President of the Continental Novo 
Corporation, accompanied by W.R. Angel, Executive Vice Fresident and H.D. Klize, 
Advertising Manager of that Company, and Mr. Flaherty, of Riversidcs, Calif., 4 
guest. The airplane, a tri-motored Fokker monoplane, was piloted by Messrs. & 
Pond and R.N. Labadie. 

They left Detroit, iiich., March 222d for the purpose of visiting Cealers het 
ling their products in the following inion in the order named: Bryan epg. Me 
Louis and Kansas City, Mo.; Muskogee and Oklahoma City, Okla.; Amari. 

Santa Fe, New Mexico; Willisms and Need) be, Ariz.; Los Angeles, Gal 
Nevada; Sen Francisco, and points on the Air Mail route from Califo 
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After leaving Williams, Ariz., they flew through the Grand Senyon at about fifty 
feet below the rim. On this “lisht thev spent aine hours, 45 minutes in the air, 
stopping on’y once for fuel 

Arriving at Los Anzeles on Arril leth, Mr. Moreland, President, and Mr, Mallory 
Vice President, oi the Morelard Truck Company, were taken on as passengers for the 
flight to Havtherne, Nevede. “White flvine at a low altitude over Death Valley all 
the o11 wes lost from the three engines on account of the high temperature which 
prevails in this desert, forcing a larding which, fortunately, was made near a 
porax mine. They itil 508 up o1 600-W (a very heavy oi1) and mede the rest of the 
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BURIAL OF DECEAS SD PAN-AMERICAN FLYERS 


Funeral sarvices for Captain Glirton Ff. Woolsey and Lieut. John W. Benton, the 
Ten-Ancricen flyers who lost their lives in the unfortunate accident at Buenos Aire: 
arcetine, on ane esth, were held within a day of each other, the remains of tiie 
first neamec officer being laid to rest at Northport, Mich., on March 27th, and of 
the latver at Sen Francisco, Cclif., on the following ions 

A flight of planss ‘trom Selfridze Field, Mich., were to have attended the buri 
ol services for Captain VJooisey, but tlying conditions on the field prevented their 
taking off. Two tucusend torn end country neople were present, and 150 former sol- 

ai) 


diers éndisailors in uniform acted as Guard of Honor. 





Lieuts. Ca ', Gresne end Robert G. Breen, sir Corps, flew from Dayton, 0., t+ 
take part in tne services, but were forced dowm 15 miles south of Northport by 
snow storm. ‘They wer hurried overland, and with Lieut. Ivan G. Moorman, who ace 
companied the body from New Yor’, represented the War Department, 

An Aanerican fieg vse? in the ceremony was the property of Woolsey Post G.A.R., 
nemed for Captain Woolsey's ndfather who was killed in the Civil War. An Ameri- 
can Legion sduad fired the oats sys over the grave. Captain Woolsey's widow who, 
with her two small chiidven wes visiting her parents in Belgium at the time of his 
death, was present at tho ceremonies. 

Captain Woolsey's father seid the accident wos the first in which his son had 

igured. He elso stated that "When Ceptein Woolsey returned from South America he 
wes to have returnec to McCook Field, Dayton, es wkere he received his early 
training, He was lookine forwsid to this eagerly, because it meant a chance to 
construct ea diane Ye hac uesigned and which al been epproved of by Army officials 
wno had carefully tested the moael. It wes in this plane, which was to have been 
known as the 'Woolsey Lomber' that Clinton was honine to make a Trans-Atlantic 
flight. It was to be equipped with two 860 hors se power engines, Clinton was eage: 
to be the first avictor to mske a New York to Peris flight." 

When the reieins of Lieut. Renton reached San Frencisco ten eirplanes from 
Srissy Fieid flew in formation and one dipped slightly, as if in tribute to the 
desd eirman. Shortly thereafter the sag coffin was placed on the ferry 
boat bound for the Presidio of San Francisco. Cavtain 0.G. Trunk from bolling 
field, Washington, D.co., acconipanieda the remains on the sad trip across the conti- 
nent from New York. <A Guard of Honor trom Crissy Field, under the command of Liev. 
Wilfred Paul, took charge of the coffin. Funderel services were held in the Prasix 
io Chapel at 2:00 o'clock by Golden Gate Lodee No. 30 #. and A.M. 

Nine airplanes in flight formation soared overhead as the coffin was drawn 
Slowly trom the chapel to the buriai vlace. When the oN e-ien- of acacia had bee. 
laid on the coffin, eicht comrades of Liout. Benton bore it to the waiting caisson, 
while two platoons-from the 30th Infantry stood at attention and the band played 
"Sbide with Me", The military escort convoyed the procession to the cemetery, fol- 
lowed by cars carry¥ine the mother, father and wife of the flyer. 

While rain feli steadily and his comrades stood at ettention in a last salute 
the body of Lieut. Benton was lowered into its resting vlece amid banks of flowers. 
The Kethodist burial committci was read st the erave's edgo by Chaplain John R, 
Wright of the 30th Infantry. As the close of the prayer the order "Ready, aim! 
Fires" brought a — salute from eirht rifles. The final tribute, "Taps", was 
sounded over the grave by Bugler A. Arnoi¢,Company A, 30th Inientry. 

Eonery pell caleen were Major Delos 3 .Emuoris, =, A.i. Eagle,Lieuts.Fran’ 
J. Hackett, A.Y Merriner, W.R.Taylor, C.C.Wilson, J .R.Glascock and GE Henry. 
Friends of Lieut. Zonton from his home in Redding, Celif., were present at the cer 
Vices ,25 wore slso his ireternity brothevs of “hi Sigma Kappa from the Universi.ly 
of Califoruia. 
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MARTIN BOMBERS IN FORMATION FLIGHT 


Six Martin bombers, comprising a flight of two groups, made a successful non- 
stop flignt from Phillips Field, Averdeen, iid., to Langley Field, Va., recently. The 
wwo formations pessed over Bultimore, Washington and Rolling Field,and came down via 
teppehannock on the trip beck to Langley Field. ‘The two sections of the flight were 
teker, from the 20th end 95th Squedrons, representing the gnd Bombardment Group at 
Lengley Field, while the versonnel in charge of the six vtombers were taken from all 
of the sec tions of the Group. 

The ships left Aberdeen at six o ‘alocks just one hour earlier than had been 
scheduled, owing to a heavy northeast storm, which was brewing, and reached the han- 
‘ors at the stetion et Laugley *ieid at about 8:30 a'clock. All of the bombers came 
into the field with flying cvlors, and it was declared thet the flight was cre of the 
most successful ever attempted at ‘Lang ey Field. I+ wes the idea of the flight con- 
mander wren he left Langley oo eld early in the morning for Aberdeen to leave Phillin 


“eld about 7:00 o'clock, as the plans were to travel entirely efter nightfall, but 
the appecrence of the stor m spine cod a change in the plans and the return home was 
started an hour carlier. 


Hiajor Brereton commanded the flight and was also in charge of the first section 
He had with him Lieut, Bridget and Sgt, Glenn. In the second ship of this flight 
were Capt. Hale, Lieuts. Beaton = Meiville and Set, eneess while the third ship 
contained Lieuts, Walker, havkins, Allison and Sgt. Meyer 
The second flicht was comm iadod by Cept. Rust, who 8 with him Capt. Francisco, 
Lieut. McReynolds and Srt. Youn In the second plane of this flight were Lieuts. 


Williams, Dawson, Hillery end Sgt. piaity while those in tho third plane were Licuts, 
Rundquist, Spregue, Timberlake ard Sgt. Janis 

The six bombers were caquipved with radio and the flight was in touch with Lang- 
ley Field throughout the voynge. The call signal of the flignt was EA-1 with €50 
kilocycles and 451 metor -vave length, so the ships could be picked up by local radio 
fans from a point on the Repsehannock River. The flight was arranged as a part of 
the regular training at Langley Field and was operated as a non-stop flight from 
Aberdeen to Langiey Field, vie Bolling Field near Washington. 


---000 --- 
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NEW PRUSUIT GROUP ORGANIZED IN HAWAIT 


Luke Field, T.H., proved too rough a piece for the fast flying little ships of 
he 6th and 19th Pursuit Squadrons. Considerable trouble was encountered in making 
landings, wheels end landing gears being broken, plenes overturned,etc. Firially it 
was decided to move in a hurry and, eccordingly, the two squadrons wanded their way 
+o Whecler Field, Schofield Barracks, vis truck, barge, rail, airplane, or what have 
you. The move was made with very litile troubie since the orders were ceneral. 
Upon arrival at Wheeier Field the two squadrons were organized as a provisional 
Pursuit Group, ane a little leter on were desicnated as the 18th Pursuit Group --- 
a brand new outfit with a clean slate, From the lack of equinment left around it 
looked as if these tvo orcanizations were cleen of everything. All-of the planes 
were put out of commission awaiting adapters to wermit of DH wheels being used, 


The commissioncd anuannek eccompanied the 6th and iSth were Cap vains Lowell H. 
Smith, Clyce V. Finter, Russell L. Meredith, lst Lieuts. G.L. McNeil, M.N. Clark, 
D.F. Stace, C.H. Ridenour, Cak ele H.C. Wisehart and C.D. Ne “Pat spaced 
4jieuts. J.5. Griffith, T. Griffisg,C.H. Rich, W.L. Wheeler, D.kK. Aikire, R.L. Miaty 
1.D.Frost, JM. Weikert and L.Q. mand ser, In addition to these officers, the folie 

ing were transferred to the Group from the 4th Observation Squadron: lst Lieuts. 1 
Jayton, B.T, Castor, C.E.Archer; 2nd Lieuts. M.J. Smith, H.M.Fey and C.S.Thorve 
Major Heury J.F. hilier, who hed preceded the squadrons, remains as the Ucn-= 


manding Ofiicer, A period oi organization foliowed the move, 
The adepters finally errivecd, and after fitting them on the PW planes r2evisr 


~reining recommenced, During the lull in activities Lieuts, Griffitn, Griffiss any 
Lich went on leave, the lest two named visiting the coest and the first name go 


a 


as fer es Selfridge Field and San Antonio. he stated it was cold there, aitn 
that seems hard to believe hore where you go swimaing every day and can leok fraz 
the office door at masses of Bouganillas and Poinsettia in full bloom, 
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ANOTESR ERRAND OF MERCY FOR THS ATRHPLANE 
Frerce Field, Penane Canal Zone, wes recently called upon to verform ancther 
of its acts of mercy. At 10:00 P.M. a telephone call from the interior of the Re- 
public oz Poname strived that an auto ile accident had occurred in which a Bishop 
of the Episcoval Church, named diller, was injured so badly that he could not be 


is) 


ne} 





movei by any vehicle et hance, and asking for an airplane to transport him to Panama. 
wnuere he could reech the hospital. A Martin bomber was prepared at once for this 
migsion end tock off shortly atter deybreak the following morning. Within an hour 


and a half the injured men was transported to Albrook Field, where an ambulance 
quickly transferred him to the hospital.’ 
eaererel@ ett 





117TH BOMBARDMENT SQUADRON ORDERED TO MARCH 7IELD 


en sued by the War Department for the transfer of the lith 
n Fi Lengley Field, Va., to March Field, Riverside, Calif. 
c 





*9 

eed by reil from Langley Field to New York, thence on the 

San Francisco, Celii., thence by rail to March Field, arriv- 
e OFS egy and 132 enlisted men will proceed with this unit 





abou June “Sth. 
ithout OrZENnLZEtLO 
non-commissioned oO! 
non-commissioned o 
at Langley Field. 


‘uipment. The orders provide that the number of married 
ers sent be reauced to the absolute minimum, and that singls 
sferred to the Squadron from other organizations 


nome OO mee 
VETERAN AVIATOR PRESSNTS SOUVENIR TO WORLD FLIGHT MEMBER 


Mr. Charles Dickinson, of Chicago, Iil., recently arrived at Langley Field, 
Va., in a Laird airplane, powered with e Wright "Whirlwind" engine, and piloted 
by E.G, Ballough, also of Chicago. Mr. Dickinson, who is ebout 65 years of oge, 
has been flying since 1910, which is a very remarkable record. The purpose of 
his visit to Langley Field was to present Lieut. Alva L,. Harvey with a souvenir 
he had mede for the members of hee Round-the--World “light. This souvenir is a 
miniature globe made of goid, with the course of the flight engraved upon it. 

Kir, Dickinson is the owner of Ashburn Field, Chicago, and President of the 
Aero Club oi Tilinois. Until recently he operated the air mail route from 
Minneapolis to Chaice:o. : 

It will be rémembered that Lieut. Harvey, then a Sergeant, was Major Martin's 
mechanic, and that voth had a rather harrowing experience after the crash of their 
il] deted World Cruiser against an Alasken mountain side. 


Lieut, Harvey, at present Engineering Officer of the 50th Observation Squadron 
at Langley Field, recently entertained an ed — friend, Jack Toner, a prospector, 
trapper and fisherman from that fer off possession of the United States, who acted 
as host to the American airmen while they were at Prince Rupert, Britis h Columbia. 
lr, Toner hopes to meet all the "Around-the- etait A aes who rnee with him 
for several weeks in 1924 before returning to Ale 


rere l Ole rer 
S#A-GULLS VISIT OHIO 


; Major A.W. Robins and Lieut. H.A,. Bartron, Air Corps, of the Fairfield, Ohio, 
fir intermediate Depot, recently made an exténded flight to survey flood conditions 
at the different dams throughout the Miemi Conservancy District. Lieut. Bartron 
Saw Six sea-gulls neer Troy, flying over inundated land, Major Robins was at tirst 
incredulous, but later was convinced that they were actually sea- ‘gulls, This was 
bublished in Dayton newspapers. Since then other observers have seen the s@ascul’s, 
Mr. G.J. Zinn, of Dayton, who has had four voyages ecross the ocean, and knows sete 
gulls when he sees them, sew one flying over Main Street Bridge, Dayton, on March 
26th, and several other observers have taken the trouble to advise Lieut, .Bartron 
that his observations were correct. 

Ducks and other migratory fowl in large numbers were also seen, and Lieut. 
Bartron made several interesting computations of thé flying spced of each species. 
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NOTES FROM AZR CORPS FIELDS 


Selly Field, San Antonio, Texas, March 1. 





At a field where individual flvine time is well above the average, Master 
Sergeeny Nendell elweys stands near the head of the class. In addition to his 
duties as instructor on Martin Bombers he is the usual pilot for the Ambulance 
plene. As the advaniace of this rapid end corfortable means of transporting ine 
jured personnel over long distences has become better knowm, the ambulance has had 
more and more work to do. From its primary duty of furnishing transportation to 
Air personnel injured in crashed it is often sent to the more isolated military 
posts in the Corps Area to bring patients to the base hospital. The most recent 
use of the hospitel ship for this work was when Lieut, Fraser Richardson, 12th 
Cavalry, who had received a bullet wound in the head, was flowm from his station, 
Fort Ringgold, to the Base Hospital at Fort Sam Houston, the landing being made 
on the parade ground a short distance from the hospital. 

During 1926 Kelly Field planes were in the air 25,348 hours, Easing the aver- 
age flying speed of ell types of plenes flow at Kelly Field at 90 miles per hour, 
approximetely 2,281,320 air miles were travelled by the ships during the 12-month 
perioc. The monthly totals of flying time follow: . 


January 1,786 May 2,175 September & 295 
February 1,344 June 2577 October 2,217 
March 1,525 July 2,809 November 2,017 
April 2,314 August 1,921 December 1,730 


Cross-country trivs during the past month inciuded the following: Lieut, 
Kincaid and Mr. Roger Manning to New Orleans and return; Master Sergeant Nendell 
to Fort Ringgold with ambulence plane, returning with wounded officer and medical 
attendant. 

Visitors to the field on cross-country flichts were: Lieut. Turner with Lieut. 
McIver, Lieut. Lundell with Pvt. Ritchie, Lieut. Stearley with Lieut. McHenry, and 
Lieut. McGinley, all from Fort Crockett, Texas; lieut. Davaeher and Corp. Ellis 
from Post Field, Okla.; Major Reed with Sgt. Sutton from Ellington Field; Mr. Dupont 
from Dallas, Texas; Mr. Dupont with Mr. Beretta from Detroit, Mich. 

With the reappearance of a warm sun, all forms of athletic activity have 
gained in popularity. The tennis courts are full, the handball courts are often 
in use and several basevall diamonds give evidence that Spring is here. 

The Intra-Mural League of Kelly Field has been organized, consisting of the 
70th, 40th, 41st, 42nd, 43rd and €8th Squadrons and the 10th School Group Hdqrs, 
The schedule is to be announced shortly. 

The 68th Service Squadron won the Army YMCA championship in basketball, The 
personnel of the victorious team were Corp. R.H. Dean, Manager; Corporals Pearson 
and Causbie, Privates lst Cl, Hughey, Brown, Cosner, Curtis, Stewart, Privates 
Hyde, Coombs, Collins and Kribetz. | 

The Kelly Field Polo Association, at the suggestion of Gen. Lahm, was changed 
to the Air Corps Training Center Polo Association, and now draws its members from 
the three fields comprising the Training Center. During the past season the pres- 
ent team played in semi-finals of two series, Casualties were unusually heavy. 
Lieut. J.M. Clark was throw and suffered concussion of the brain from which he is 
still in the hospital. Lieut. G.}). Deverly injured his knee,developed water on 
the knee and is still in hospital, while Major F.M, Andrews sustained a fractured 
kneecap which will keep him out of the game for a while. With the arrival of new 
officers a dozen recruits are trying their skill with the mallet, and a better team 
than ever is expected during the coming season. 

The San Antonio News recently carried the following news item headed "Flyers 
Wrecked Preventing Thefi"-- Making a forced landing late Monday in a field just 
west of San Antonie city limits, two flyers escaped unhurt when their plane was 
Gemolished. Lieut. R.D. Reeve and Private J.R. Champ, Brooks Field, clambered fror 
the wreckage with only a few scratches. The plane cut down a mesquite tree meacur> 
ing about one foot in diameter at the ground and broke the trunk in three pieces. 
Both wings of the ship were doubled back along the cockpit and the entire structu~t 
of the plane crumbled, Lieut. Reeve, Pilot, said he made a landing in a field a 
short distance to north of the one in which he was wrecked when he saw three men 
stripping a car in the ravine as he flew over. By the time he landed and got over 
to the plece the men had abandoned the car, but Reeve said he pkoned city detec- 
tives. The officers recovered, among other things, four airplane wheels and tires 

- i2l V-5664, A.C. 








fror 
he ] 
tire 


Stee. 
flenu 
sgva 
in t 
Argu 
one 

sage 
her | 
ily. 


5.8, 


ley, 
out ¢ 
by ot 


fairt 
An? 


4 
—_ 


to t} 
to t} 
ed iz 


Lunke 


Depot 
town 

Airpi 
Trace 
worke 


tempo 
Middl 


from — 
took | 
same | 
Nutt - 
Chanu- 
tO Sc] 
e 

by thi 
& rept 
: 

‘ 
tryout 
j 
Meig 
costun 











from the dovrmtown streets, Roeve said he was having slight motor trouble before 
he landec, end after he took off and ascenced a short cistance the motor quit en 
tirely, forcing his lending. The snip was a PT=1 used in treining. 

Staif Sgt. Louis Greenburgh arrivec from tne Panama Canal Zone and Staff Sgt. 
Leon Morehouse and Sat. Robert A. Coulter from Hawaiian Department. 

Licut. Gerald &. Johnston reported fror Brooks Field for duty until March lst, 
then reporting for training with the next class. 

Lieut. James A, Henly rejoined from a montn's leave of absence, 

lieut. Robert H, Finley sof Selfridce Field, reported for duty in February. 

Lieut. R.L, Maughan left on leave of absence for 19 days prior to reporting 
to his new station at Salt Lake Citv, Utah, for duty with the Organized Reserves, 


Chaplain Samuel E. Crosby left for station at the Fitzsimmons General Hospital , 
Denver, Colo, 


Frence Field, Panuma Canel Zone, 





Francs Field honored the remains of Senor Arquello which came in aboard the 
Stvea.aship ULUA from New York. Senor Arquollo was the Forcign Minister of the 
flenudlic of Costa Rica who died recently in the United States, The 24th Pursuit 
Sqvadron furnished nine ges in ‘three flisnts, The 25th furnished six NBS-i's 
in two flights, wiile the 7th furnished six DE's in two flights. The widow, Senora 
Arquello ,arrived the evening before aboard the S.S. CARRILO. Colonel Fisher with 
one of his staff, representing General Martin, want aboard this ship with a mese- 
sage of condolence for Senora Arquells in her berenvement, and the latter expressed 
her apprecietion of the consideration showm by General Martin for her and her fam- 
ily. The body of Senor Arqueilo left Colon for Costa Rica the same day on the 
5.5. . ATENAS and was escorved again by eirplanes. 

An incident that misht have proved more serious occurred when Miss Nell Bever- 
ley, sister of Major Eeverley. our Flight Surgeon, accidentally fell overboard while 
out on a motor bost. Miss beverley. who was in a bathing suit, was quickly rescued 
by our gallant aviators, Lieuts, Geerge McDonald and Burton F, Lewis. 


Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot, Fairfield, Ohio, April 7. 
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An informal inspection of the f 
to the Assistant Secretary of War, ! 
to the Assistant Secretery of War, } 
ed in the inspection, 

Lieut. Milo McCune made an aerial trip in March, inspecting the equipment at 
Lunken Field, Bowman Fiold end Maxwell Field. 

To assist in the repair of Martin Bombers at the Middletowm Air Intermediate 
Depot, the following dmplovees of the Fairfield Depot left March 12th for Middle- 
tom for aLout a month's duty: Joseph As Bisnep, Production Expert; Peter A. Klover, 
Airpiane Mechanic; Phillin McLaug ghinn, Airplane Assembler; Harry Clark, Stock 
Tracer; Charles H, Muessig, Sheetmetel worker; Charles Rawlings, Airplane Wood- 
worker; and John Scherwner, Cabinet maker. 

' Captain Edward Laughlin, Engineer Officer, also proceeded to Middletowm on 
temporary duty in connection with the repair of these bombers, After leaving 
Middletown he went to Garden City and then returned here, 

The Assistant Secret ary cf War, Mr, MacNicer, arrived at noon on March 29th 
from St. Louis (Scott Field) by air, Captain R.G. Irvin piloting the plane. They 
took lunchoen with Major and Mrs. A.W. Robins and proceeded to Bolling Field the 
Same day. 

The following cross-country flight s were-made: Lieuts. H.A. Bartron and’C.C. 
Nutt to Maxwell Field early in March; Lieuts. H.A. Bartron and H.L. Clark ito 
Chanute Field and return cn March 22nd , fiying a atk , Lieut. Charles W. O'Connor 
to Schoen Field in a P-l oa March 23rd. 

On Saturday evening, Merch 27th, a novel dance was given in the Post Gymnasium 
by the officers of Depow tls Bbc gh The decorations were arranged to represent 
. & regular movie studio with real Kieig lights and other studio apparatus. 

Inviations were sent cut jin substance as follows: 


Jepot was made March 8th by Col. Peek, Executive 
fr, MacNider, and Major G.C, Brant, Executive 
ir, Davison. General Wm, E. Gillmore participat-. 


"Saturday svening, March 26, 1927, has been set aside in this Studio as 
tryout night. ! 

Your name has been recommended to the Casting Director for a test under the 
Kleig lights. Please report on Saturdayevening at 9:00 P.M., dressed in the 
costume of any moving picture figure you care to represent. Bathing beauties, male 
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and female, are especially desired, as a2 bathing beauty contest will be held in 
connection with this testing nicht. 
Ail applicants will have the privilege of witnessing the filming of some spe- 
cial scenes of our next release, "Materiel's Material", or "Why Girls Leave Home" , 
for which the pleyeis wili be selected from the applicants present. 
It will not be necessery for applicants to bring their lunch. This studio 
makes a practice of furnishing free of cost a light lunch on tryout nights, 
The studio orchestra will be present and applicants may dance while not 
otherwise occupied, 
This is a notice of test, and is not a tender ef appointment. 
Prizes will be presented to those applicants who test represent the character 
they make up as, the funniest costumes present, and the winning bathing beauty. 
First showing, or. test run of pictures ees will be shown during the dance 
at McCook Fiela on the night of ages © 2, i927. 
A.W. Robins 
Managing Director." 


Among the humorous replies received from.those who were on the invitetion list. 


was the following from Major Gerald C. Brant, Lieut. Lester J Maitland and Mr, Hans 
Ademson, of the Office of the Assistant Secretary of War, Mr. Davison: 

“Hon. David Wark Robins, 

Lighter-Than-verk Sivdios, 

Fairrieic, Chico 


My dear Mr, Casting Director: 


In revly to your circular letter addressed to this office, inviting 
participation in vour film event, permit us to inform you that this offic: 
will be represented et your Kino Karrival Kontest, 


Not alone will the undersigned appear but also will bring with them 
a full fledged szerario to be filmed at Fairfield at enormous expense. 
The title of the picture. is "Split Affinities". As you may 
gather, it aeals with the eternal triancle of the mocrocosm, In order 
hat full publicity may be given this multi-million mark, yen, sen or 
what-have-you production, we hereby release the feature volayers. 


Micca Maieycule portrayed by that sterling impersonator of Hectic 
Henriettas --- Lester Maitland accompanied by the Germantown Silver 
Cornet Bend, an ¢ 


Archie Atom immortalized by Jerry Brant --- "More to the Berries 
than barrymore" (iJoman's Home: Journal). 


Eric Dlectron played by Hans Adamson, the Premier Heavier-than-Air 
villain of Cohoes, Oskosh and Oslo. 


Signed: Maj e G G. Brant ? 
Lieut, L.J. Maitland 
Hans Adamson." 


Several special sturits were put on during the evening, including the launchin, 
of the 5-year program, and real moving pictures were taken of the grand march, 
and other activities. A short comedy entitled "Believe it or not", was made while 
the dance was in progress; it was written and directed by Lieutenant Ray A. Dunn. 
The Benprated pictures were shovm at a dance on McCook Field, Saturday evening, 
April 2, 1927, to the great amusement of ell present. 

Prizes were ewarded to Mrs. Lawrence Savage for the best interpretation of a 
movie figure, for her characterization of "Farina" in "Our Gang", Comedies; to 
4ieut, Talbot for his excellent make-up as Charlie Chaplin;and to Lieut. J.Le 
Strorme for wearing tho funniest costume, representing a rube. 

Honorable mention was made of General William E, Gillmore as Theodore Roberts 
in "Grumpy", Cept. Morris Perman as "Fetty" of “Our Gang", Mrs, Harold Martin and 
lirs, E.P. Gaines as Feter Pans, Mrs. Rarei? L. Clark as a Hula Girl, Mrs. J.G. 
Colgen as Du Barry, Major &@ HBrett and Mrs, E.R. Page as "Felix the Cet", and wn 
Major and Mrs. Hale and Dr, Burka for Tee the part of the principals of "Midu 
Pictures", stories in the Saturday Evening “Post. 

A very enjoyable evening was spent by all those attending and in all p 
ity this kind of party will be repeated next year, 

Lieut, James Flannery, a recent arrival from the Panama Canal Dept., was 
assisned to duty with the 88th Observation Squadron, 
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Recent visitors to the field were: Lieut.-Col. Seth W. Cook, Air Officer of 
the oth Corps Area, from Columbus in a VE-9.on Merch 29th, returning the same day; 
Major 5. W. Fitzgerald from Washirngvon, D.C., on March 29th in en C-l, which he 
leit at tho Repair Depot for overhaul, returning the next day in General Patrick's 
0..1; Lieut. Munson from Marshall Field; Captain 5,J. Donnelly, kiajorW.c jicChord 
aid Lieut. James KE, ‘Parker from Chenute Field; and Lieut, Frank M, McKee from 


5 


Norton rielc, 


~ 








Headquarters, 18th Pursuit Crouv, Schofield Berrecks, T.H. 


Judging froin results, Hawaii is a poor place for single men; i.e., if they 
want to remain sinple, Cant. R.L. Meredith and Lieut. D.H. Alkire got married 
during vebruary. Thore is nothing official as yet, but it looks like Lieut. Weik- 
ert will step off in the same direction soon, 

very afternoon the officers of the 6th ond 19th Pursuit Squadrons play Volley 
all. There oxists a keen but friendly (mostly) spirit of rivalry. So far the 6th 
A nepb ahead, out the 19th should have the advantage with the return of Griffiss 


oy to 


a 


Griffith and Rich. Poth of the sauadrons have a baseball team entered in the Staff 
League, Schoficld Barracks, At present the 19th is tied with the 11th Medical Re: 
iment for top honors end, judging from past performances, should take the pennant, 
The 6th Sauadron is ecually assured of cinching the cellar position. 

Completing thirty yeare of active service, lst Sergeant Henry EF, Williams, 
19th Squadron, was plecec on the retired list. A Group parade and review was held 
in his nonor prior to his departure for cing %.S, and home. The entire command 
joins in wishing him success and happiness in his new venture, 

On Feb. 25th Private lst Cl, Kenneth “Elam, 6th Pursuit Squadron, was accidant- 
ally killed in an euto accident white returning from a smoker at Schofield Bar- 
racks. Funeral services were heid in the Chapel at Schofield Barracks, the entire 
command ettending. 

Private Burke, 19th Squadron,successfully defended his crown as Heavyweight 
Chempion of Hawaii at a recent smoker at Schofield Barracks. His opponent weighed 
235 pounds {a la Jess Willard) while Burke just tips the scales at 19. 


Field Service Section, Feirfield, Ohio, April 6. 





in connection with the rehabilitation of March Field, near Riverside, Celif., 
the Field Service ‘Section was called upon to List in minute detail all the Air 
Corps supplies that will be needed. No time was lost in making errangements for 
filling the stockrooms at March Field with the kind of suvplies that are needed 
et a Priusry Flying School, 

Lieut. Joseph L. Stromme received orders to attend the Army Industrial College 
at Washington, D.C., effective August 20th, ; 

Lient. 0,0, Niergarth obtained leave of absence for several weeks and will be 
at Bradentown, Florida, with Mrs. Niergarth during that time, 

Lieut. C.5. Cruiarine returned to the Field Service Section and was assigned. 


to the Maintenance Brench, Licut. Harold L. Clark, Asst. Engineer Officer at the 
Fairfield A.I.D., was transferred to the Field Service Section, end is acting as 
aSS 


sistant to Captain Shiras A.blair, who is in cherge of Special Projects. bo 

The Field Service Section is busily engared in the preparation of the Allot- 
ment Table for the fiscal year 1928. It will show the quantity of Air Corps stock 
which it is considered necessary to allot; these quantities are determined from 
records of consumption of stock in the past, and from the probable needs of each 
activity in the future. Where there is a large surplus of an item, it does not 
appear on the Allotment Table; but every new item, and every item of which a norma! 
quantity is on hand, is allotted in accordance with the anticipated demand. Need- 
less to say, appropriations are not sufficient to purchase ali that the Stations 
would like to get. Yunds, though larger than last vear, are only enough to buy 
the minimum emount of supplies. 

Ceptain A... Prock,@hief of the Finance Contact Section at Washington, visita 
the Field Service Section on March 11 and 12, to make arrangements for the Air 
Corps budget for the fiscal year 1929. Nineteen hundred twenty-nine looks like a 
long way ahead, but it will be here before we know it; and now is the tims to sian 
ior it, Captain Brock took with him a mass of informative data, on flying time, 
total life of airplanes and engines, time between overhauls of airplanes and 
€ngines, number of airplanes surveyed each year, and number of each type that wilt 


be neeced for each year in the five year program. This information will be used 
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as an aid in prepering the estimates for 1929, 

in furtherance of the same project, Captein S.f, Blair of the Field Servide 
Sectio# proceeded to Washington a few deys later, to submit ‘additional charts 
which he had prepared, dealing with replacement rates of aircraft, and their al- 
location throughout the next five years. 

Lieutenant Barney M, Giles, accompanied by Mr. C.W. Van Campen of the Field 
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Service Section, flew to Indianapolis on March 28, and from thére to Chanute Field, 


to amepcs | Liberty Engine spares, and to make decisions regarding the disposal of 
Air Corps property. 

lirs, Caroline Neef Trees left the Field Service Section on March 31, to join 
Mr. Trees who is now in business in Detroit. Mrs. Trees has been with the Field 
Service Séction ever since it was established, and has made an enviable record, 
Her many friends here, and in Dayton, keenly regret her departure, and wish her 
happinesc in her new hone, 

The Field Service Section is making arrangements by which all airplanes on 
cross-country trips will be provided with several smoke-cendtas, to assist pilots 
in signalling, in case they are forced to land at places difficult of access. 
Smoke-candles are not a new invention; they have been used for years by the Infan- 
try, Field Artillery, Corps of Engineers, and other cowbat branches of the Army, 
and it now seems desirable for the Air Corps to use thom, or at least to have then 
at hand, in case they are needed, As evory pilot knows, it is difficult, from the 
air, to see below the tree tops, or to locate an airplane in distress, if it is in 
a dark gorge or Ganyon, or if it is partly concealed by dense trees or tall shrubs, 
or even if it is somewhere in a vast expanse of cut-over timberland or sage-brush 
desert. The smoke from a candle should be a great aid to a searching party, 
whether the search is made by air, or on the ground. 








San Antonio. Air Intermediate Depot, Duncan Field, Texas, March 31. 





The Engineering Devartment of this Depot is now very closely occupied in the 
preparation of airplanes for use of the various Air Corps organizations in the 
coming Air Corps and Second Division Maneuvers, especially on the Douglas 0-2's 
for Fort Crockett. The eirplanes for Fort Crockett require special installation 
of wing guns, bombing equipment, etc. Major Lackland, Captain Davidson and Lieuts, 
McHenry and McGinley have visited this Devot the latter part of this month in 
connection with the equipment for that station for the Maneuvers. Staff Sergeants 
Mooney and Laza are also visiting this Depot in connection with the installation 
of armament equipment for Fort Crockett, 

Lieut. James E, ee Ir., of this Depot, left by rail March 29th for Santa 
Monica, Celif., to recieve «2 C-1-C and ferry it to this station. 

Lieut. Harry A. aidatend returned here March 31st, ferrying a C-1-C from 
the Douglas Aircraft Factory at Santa Monica, Calif. While in California he was 
also engaged in conference with personnel at the Rockwell Air Intermediate Depot 
on various matters of Air Corps supply. 

Judge K.M, Landis, the benevolent autocrat of baseballdom, being now in this 


section in connection with baseball matters, wes a welcome visitor at the Air Corps 


fields in this vicinity recently. On March 30th and 3lst about fifty Air Corps 
officers had the pleasure of being his guests at exhibition games here between 
the Pittsburgh Nationals and the Detroit Americans, 


Post Field, Fort Sill, Okla., April 9. 





Three years have elapsed since the last fatal accident to Post Field person- 
nel, On April 12, 1924, lst Lieut. Solomon B, Ebert, pilot, and Corporal Emncit 
J. Reese and Private Emmett W. Marsh were killed in an airplane crash at Leon, 
Oklahoma. Several Post iield planes have been "washed out" since thet time, but 
no injuries have resulted, 

The proposed transfer of the 44th Observation Squadron and the 23rd Photo 
Section to March Field, Celif., remains the chief topic of SORFEPIAT.ND No _pneP; 
arations for moving, however, are under way at this time, 

Captain R.H. Ballard attended the opening of the Air Mail Field et Ponca 
City on April 4th. Captain B.S. (Chebie) Graham, Air Reserve, of Norman, also 
took part in the ceremonies. Ponca City has the distinction of beinse the smail- 
est city in the United States having Air Mail Service, 

Private, lst Cl., J.ii. Watkins and a Harley Davidson motorcycle went on 2 
rampage one day recently. Losing his sense of equilibrium and ali control of the 
powerful HD, Private Watkins tore into an iron fence while traveling at the rate 
of thirty-five miles per hour. Executing a loop several feet above the grovna 
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with the motor roaring like a Curtiss 0-1 in a steep climb, the landing was made 


with the motorcycle on top. The HD was only slichtly damaged but Private Watkins 
was almost & complete washout. 





Langley Field, Hampton,-Va., April 2, 


19th Airship Compary: All the recruits, about 30 in number, were given 
flights during the vast weck to acquaint them with Air Corps work, also many Coast 
Artillery personnel from Fort Monroe were given demonstration flights. 

The Airship TC-5, commanded by Capt. Stone, made a cross-country training 
flight to Washington, where the ship was turned over to Lieut.-Colonel Fravel, Ma- 
jors Lincoln, Reardan, Barry and Lieuts. York and Reeves for training flights of 
four hours. The return flight to Langley Field was made as a night training flight 
for Lieut. Reeves and Warrant Officer Lassiter, who piloted the ship. 

Second Licut. Reginald R, Gillespie, transferred here from Brooks Field, Texas, 
was @vSignea as Company Communication and Transportation Officer. 

ir, W.u. Hufiman, an aeronautical expert, reported here March 18th to official- 
ly observe for the Materiel Division, McCook Field, the tests being conducted with 
the nev type barrage balloon jointly by the Coast Artillery Board at Fort Monroe, 
Va., end the 19th Airship Company. 

With the starting of baseball practice every man is working hard to make a 
place on the team. Tech. Set. Miller is in charge of the team and it is expected 
he will wake it a pennant winner, 

Colonel Nugent of the Inspector General's Department inspected the troops of 
Langley Field after they had vassed in review before the General Inspector and the 
Commanding Oificer of the post with his staff. Due to the strenuous efforts of 
Capt. Clark and lst Set. Stenowich, the 19th Airship Company with some 90 men made 
avery good showing. The Company had all uniforms the same, with new shoes. . The 
webb belt worn by the enlisted men were all of the same color, The next day the 
General Inspeétor made an insnection of the different departments of the Company, 
Considerable time was spent in getting the Company Area in shape for this inspec- 
tion and we are glad to say that we were ready for the inspection when Capt. Clark, 
Commanding the Company, met the Inspector at the Company office. 

96th Bombardment Squadron: The 96th furnished a 3-ship formation March 23rd 
to Aberdeen, Md., returning thet night by way of Washington and arriving here at 
2:00 P.M. Among those varticipating were Capt. Rust, C.0.; Capt, Francisco, Lieuts, 
Williams , eReynolds , Hillery, Rundquist, Sprasue, Dawson and Timberlake. 

The orgenization has had over 100 hours flying time to its credit for March. 

The Squadron has entered upon an intensive training period in preparation for 
the coming Air Corps Maneuvers to be held in Texas in May. The bombing teams have 
been picked and will make practice flights daily. We look for some good scores, 
as everybody is on their toes and the morale is even higher than usual. 

llth Bombardment Squadron: In addition to flying time of 30 hrs. 5 mins., con- 

sting of 114 flights during the past week, Lieut. Walker, Squadron Commander, 
hook an LB~l to Middletown, Pa., for redoping, returning the following day. 

lst Lieut. Glenn V. Conrad of Washington, D.C. and 2nd Lt. James A . Ellison, 
of Huntington, W.Va., both of Air Corps Reserve, reported to the organ satson for 
four months' tour of duty. 

Lieut. Dixon M. Allison was appointed Personnel Adjutant of the 2nd Bombard- 
nent Group, vice Lieut. Paul L. Williams, appointed Group Adjutant while Lieut. E.)’. 

orris is on a month's leave, 

On March 31st the Squadron flew the LB-1 a total of 3 hours 10 minutes, making 
23 landings, 

The commissioned personnel of the Squadron, with respective duties, are as 
follows: 1st Lieut. Kenneth N. Walker, Commanding; lst Lieut. William K. Andrews, 
Air Res., Squadron Adjutant end Group Transportation Officer; lst Lieut. Edwin E. 
Bassett, Air Res., Asst. Engine ring Officer; lst Lieut. Glenn V. Conrad, Air Res., 
Asst. Armament end Asst. Communications Officer; 2nd Lieut. Patrick W. Timberlake, 

perations Officer; 2nd Lieut. J. Reynolds Hawkins, Engineering Officer; 2nd Lieut. 
Dixon M. Allison, Personnel Adjutant, Communicetions and Armament Officer; 2nd Licv 
Wallace 5, Dawson, Supply Officer; 2nd. Lieut. Dan F. Voorhees, Air Res., Mess Of- 
ficer; 2nd Lieut. James A, Ellison, Air Res., Asst’ Operations Officer, 

The total strength of the organization is 10 officers and 127 enlisted men, 
with 3 flying cadets attached. At this time last year only two officers and 3 fly- 
ing cadets were with the organization. 
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20th Pombardment Scuedron: Aithovgh weether conditions have by no means been 
ideal for flying, tie scuacron flew 11 hours, 55 minutes last week, consisting of 
<i e fiic} its ° . 

Ali hands were tusilv engaced curinc the lust few days concitioning the planes 
for the comines meneuvers, 





Lieuts,. Komdat and Stuart, who have for some time been receiving “Dual inetrias 
sions", are coming up to their old standards under the observation of Lieut. Bridge 


their instructor. Lt. Kowdat was checked out the past week. 


Crissy Field, Presidio of can Fransisco, Celif., April ll. 





—qainien sabaaene aapieienemonee 





Cantain Aubrey I. Eezle arrived March 17th on the Transport THOMAS from Manila, 
ote, @ic reported ior duty lere. 

Liouts, Willis R, Taylor anc Welter G,. Lryte, Jr., pilots, and Lieuts. Clarence 
Cy Wilson and Wiifrec J-..Paul, observers, made a cross-country flight to the Douglas 
fuctory at Santa Monica for the purpose of ferrying emergency repair parts to 


a. Ce 
srissy Field, 


On March 17th the Mess Serzeant provided a fine dinner for the boys. The mess 
hall and txbles were decorated witn green streamers and a green het with a sprig of 
Shamrock was pleced et each plate. Second only to a holiday on this great day for 
Svin was tiis choice dinner, prepared and served with the care and artistic finesse 
so characteristic of Serseant Asherowski 

Lieut. Burrows, pilot, California National Guard, with Dr. Cooper, observer, 
stopped here in a DF on a cross-country flizht from Griffiths Park, Los Angeles, 
for a two days' visit. 

Major Delos ©, & 


muons returred from Seattle, Wash., where he spent a two weeks’ 
leeve, 


Lieut. poe R, Glascock returned from San Antonio, Texas, which place he visit. 
ed during his 30 days' leave. He made the round trip in his Packard, his total mile. 


age for the month deine 7,009 miles, ; 

Lieut. George ", Goddard was a receut visitor at this field. 

Lieut, E.E, Harmon and Mr. Royel R, Rommel, Patent Attorney of Washington,D.C., 
were here recently taking depositions for use in litigation over a new type of 
varachute, 


Major Emmons, Lieut. Taylor, Sets, Kolinski, Fowler and Woodruff, pilots, with 


vou Wilkins, Sgts, Yates and Smith and Corp. Townsend, observers, left May Sth: to: 
tend the Raisin Day Celebration at Fresno, Calii., at the reduest of the Committec 


in Charge ,whach guaranteed their expenses. 


Fort Crockett, Galveston, exas, i Warch 21 21 





enesning of the personnel oF the Third Attack Group during the past 15 days con. 


sisted of -- (a) Aerial training; 1. Cross Country flying training; 2, Testing of 
new end enethedihed eploncs; 36 Praining of Air Corps versonnel; 4. Formation: and 
simulated attack raids; 5, Individual dummy bombing; 6. Individual simulated machine 
cun training; 7. Reconnaissance missions; 3. Perachute'drop tests; 9, Individual 


Simulated attack raids. (b) Ground training: (1) Commissioned -- Combat orders an¢ 


> 


Field Service Reguletions; (2) Commissioned end enlisted personnel :-- Instructions 


and practice for both commissionsd and enlisted personne 1 as required in the perfort - 


ance of their. duties in whe unit; Close order drill; Recruit instructions for all me 
with less then six months service. 

During this period tne 90th Attack Squadron :completed firing on the range. 

The following cross-country flights were made; Lieut. G.C McGinley with Sgt. 
E.A. Brown to Tallulah, La., March 5th; returning the 6th; Liout, G.A. McHenry with 
Staff Sgt. Harry Mooney to Duncan Field, Texes, ferrying plane to San Antonio Air 
Intermediate Depot for repairs; Lieut. R.F. Stearley with Lt. H.W. Anderson to Dalle 
Texas and return; Lieut. G.C. McGinley with four passengers in the Douglas C-l to 
Duncan Field, ferrying airplane to that station for repairs, and returning with an 
0-2 type tay Lieuts,. H.M, Turner and £.W. Barnes and Flying Cadet A. Cabana in 
shree 0-2 airplanes to Durcan Field, ferrying planes to that station for repairs, ar 
returning with three serviceable 0- 2 type planes. 

Capt. C.E. Brenn and Capt, Roy A, Stout, spent the week end in San Antonio, mak 
ing the journey to Kelly Field and return by plane. While-in San Antonio Captains 
2renn and Stout were transacting business for the Station Hospital, Medical Corvs 
end Deutal Corps, respectively. 

Privates Cloud and Huntress, Medical Corps, returned from furlough, 
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On karch ifth the Air Corrs Club held its form:l opening in the form of a Tea 
Nansant Kecertion, from 2 to > P.M, Many suests from the City, particularly those 
giding in @cvinping the Clui, attended, The rvoouws were dscoreted in Air Corns col- 
ors with an effective orence ligwiing. Ladies of tne post poured at the tea tables 
nd assisted. in the reception, The receiving line wes composed of Major and Mrs, 
atkiond, Capt, and lirs,. Stephen J, Idzorek anc Capt. and Mrs, = H. Davidson. 
no coneornsus of ovinion holds thet the Air Corps Club is a valuable addition to 
ivestoa as well cs to Fort vrockett.. In the evening the Air fame Siud entere 
tained for the officers rnd ladies of Fort Crockett at a semiformal dance, the 

iret in its new club house 
Tue easvern accdivion to the Air Corrs Club hes been completed. The large room 
¢ vesienatea as “snug harbor"; wives will not be permitted across this threshold, 

voor, downtrocder husbands ard fatiers have finally received their own -- they have 
round a sanctum sanctorum, 

The Neserve Officers’ Association of Gelveston wag entertained at a dinner 








vy che sds Corps Club on March 10th by the Glub members. A most eloquent talk by 
che Club President, Capt. J.H. Davidson, and several baritone solos by Lieut. Ralph 
. Steurley were the vost enioveble foatures of this dinner. 

T 


ne Lodies Fricge Club entertained the officer personnel at bridge on March 
léth, ho casualties reportec 
vs Achison and McNair, recent graduates of the Advanced Flying 


aoe & e 
Se , ly “ield, reported for duty with the Group and were assigned to the 
at ie oe » <& 4 ‘ 
Sth Attack Syvadron, 


_Aprii 10 * 


Tvo new steel hengers, which were uncer erection since early ae oo have 


deen completed and pre now pending’ acceptance from the contractors. Bovh hangars 
nave been nlaced in the smal? enst arm-of the "L" of the airdrome. The large hangar 


measuring 110 x 200 ft+,., will house the planes of the ath. and 9Cth Attack Squadrons. 
The smaller hengar, 55 x 140 ft., will house other airplanes of the Group and about 
half of its floor space will be used as a field aero repair. 

New Douglas Q-2A's and 0-2C0's are being added to the Group weekly, and being 
mounted with armament equipment. Upon leaving for the maneuvers and scheduled dem- 
onstrations the Group will mobilize its flying personnel end equipment in twenty 
attack vlanes and threes transports. 

' Lieut.-Col. Wm. B. Wallace, Gen. Staff Corns, G-4, visited Fort Crockett and 
Galveston on a tour of military posts. He was given an aerial view of Galveston and 
vicinity, includirg the militery reservations and engineering projects, by a flight 
in an Attack Group plane piloted by Lt. G. C. McGinley. 

A troop of Boy Scouts from Houston, Texas, visited the post March 26th and werc 
show all voints of interest, invluding the Airdrome, eirplanes, and coast cefense 
batteries, Lieut, John L. Hitech 1ings acted as guide. 

Lieut. Earl S. Hoag,from the Office Chief of Air Corps, was a visitor here Apr 
oth and 6th and conferred with a board of officers relative to new tables oi organi 
zation for attack orsanizations,as well as prospective station detachment organiza- 
tion, 

The U.S.A.T. SL. MIFIEL docked at Gaiveston April 7th en route to Panama. Due 
to sickness on boerd, sailing was delavcd 27 hours, a recruit camp being establishe 
at Fort Crockett to care for 501 recruits who were not allowed to board the ship un 
til it wes disinfected, The mess sergeants of the Attack Group héld to traditicn 
by turntehene hot dinners to these vecruits on one hour's notice, 

three of the Flying Cadets assipned to the Third Attack Group were appointed 
end Lieutenants in the Air Corps, Regular Army -«- A.B. Cubana, B.C. Robbins and 
U.D.S, Steensen, ) 

During the pest two weeks detailed inspections of all activities of the Third 
Attack Group, as well as a special Ground Review, were held. Most satisfactory pre 
ress in training ond efficiency was evident in spite of the nast lack of facilities 
due to moving to a new station. “ 

Considerable interest was shown among the people of Galveston in public an- 
nouncerents of the erection of new steel hangars on the 3rd Attack Group Airdrome, 
Not long ago a grocer's truck driver stopping at the Post Exchange asked one of the 
officers - : 

“How are the hooks coming along?" 

"What do you mean ‘Hooks?®" 

“Why, the new steel hooks they're putting up on the field to hang up airplancs 
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by. I've got to see. thet when they're finished." : 
The following cross-ccuntry treining flights were medezy 2nd Lieut. G.C. MeGin- 
ley with Major Frenk B, Lackland to Duncan Field, Marck i8th; Flying Cadet Mark D,§. 
Steensen with Pvt. Ben F. Troiter to Post Field, Oxla., via Paris, Texas, March 18th 
ena Lieut. h.y, Boyd, with Sat. Alexander to College Station, Texas, liarch i8th;24 yw 
Iven hk, Palmer, Res,, with lst Lt. Cronau to Dallas, Texas, March 19th, Captain Ju, 
Davidsoa with lst Lieut, R.F. Stearley and Flying Cedot Eerl C, Robbins with 2nd 
Licut. .W. Barnes to Kelly Field, Merch 19th; 2nd Lieut. H., Anderson with Master 
Set. HA’ Deirant to Cuero, Texas, Merch 22nd; Flying Cadet ¢.R. Acheson with Flyine 
acet G.H. McNair end Fiying Cedet 0.6. George with Master Sgt. H.AQoirant to Kelly 
ield, March 26; Flyinz Cadet WwW, Gross with Pvt. ¥.B, Kuykendall to Dallas, Texas, 
March 246th; 2nd Lieut, J.F, Guillett with 2nd Lieut. I.M,-Palmer to Fort Sill via 
ni Sige Okla,, larch 26th; 2nd Lt. G.C. MeGinely with 2nd Licut. H.S, Vandenberg 
to Ta.lutah, La., Merch 26h, 
Plicnte to Duncan Field, Texas, for the purpose of ferrying planes to the San 
Aénvonio Air Intermediete Denot for repairs were made by. 1st Lieut. G.A.McHenry with 
i. braxton ane by 2nd Lieut. G.C. McGinley. 
isut. C.A. McHenry with Master Sei. a.A,Buechter cross-countried to Duncan 
confer with the Commanding Officer of the S.A.A.I.D. relative to armament 


eifrides Field, it. Clemens, Mich., April 11. 





berncon witnessed tie commencement of the annual trek of visitors 
from nearby | points to the Field. From tke number who made their appearance it is 
plain to be s thet aviation still holds « fascination for the people of our 
fair country, 


A flight of six planes led by Mejor T.G. Lanphier, Commanding Officer of 


Selfridge Field, flew to Grand Revids and were entertained as guests oi thet city. 
Inclement weather delayed their return one day. 
While on a flighi from Mitchel Field, N.Y. recently, Lieut. Carl J. Crane was 
4 down near Haskirsvilie, N.Y. 12 miles north of Hornell, Lieut. Crane lan rded 
but his plane became mired in the mud for some time, 
is exvected that the lst Pores Grovp will be back to full strength by 


r the first time since 1924, In that year there were more than 100 

ned here, but. gradually the number decreased until now there is hut 
ion of ti-et number. t is expected that by May 1st the present number of 
pursuit ships on the field will be increased to-35 and the transports to 5, The 


Group will begin leeving for mimic warfare maneuvers about that time. 


The addition of many new Model P-13 Curtiss Pursuit Pienes in the past 
Several weeks has 


creatly added to the force of pursuit ships on this fieid, 
Seut. Irwin 5S. Amberg, formerly a member of the Group, took the fatal sten 
His bride wes Miss Alma Lilliam Yhelpley, Lieut. Amberg resigned his 
n sometime azo upon the death of his fether to carry on the business of 
eased parent, but he still retains a reserve comaission, 
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